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,QLWLDOO\��WKHUH�LV�WKH�VSDQ�RI�D�URPDQWLF�UHODWLRQVKLS��DW�íUVW�ZDUP�DQG
LQWLPDWH��WKHQ�FROG�DQG�ZDQWLQJ��$FURVV�WKH�VFHQHV��:HHPV�FKDQJHV
UROHV�DV�RWKHUV�MRLQ�KHU�LQ�WKH�URRP��6KH�PRYHV�IURP�ORYHU�WR�IULHQG�WR
PRWKHU�DQG�WR�KHUVHOI��DORQH��6KH�FRPPDQGV�WKH�VWDJH�VKH�SOD\V�D
ZRPDQ�DZDUH�RI�WKH�YLHZHU��VRPHWLPHV�VWHDOLQJ�D�JODQFH�ZKLOH�RWKHUV
UHPDLQ�REOLYLRXV��DW�RWKHU�WLPHV�GLUHFWO\�FRQIURQWLQJ�WKH�FDPHUD�

,Q�������&DUULH�0DH�:HHPV�EHJDQ�VHWWLQJ�XS�KHU�FDPHUD�HYHU\�GD\�LQ
KHU�NLWFKHQ��LQ�IURQW�RI�D�VLPSOH�ZRRGHQ�WDEOH�LOOXPLQDWHG�E\�D�VLQJOH
RYHUKHDG�OLJKW��$QG�IURP�WKDW�WDEOH��D�íFWLRQDO�OLIH�XQIROGV��ZLWK�:HHPV
SOD\LQJ�WKH�OHDG�UROH�
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ɪH�UHVXOWLQJ�ERG\�RI�ZRUN�EHFDPH�kɪH�.LWFKHQ�7DEOH�6HULHVy��������
ERWK�D�ODQGPDUN�LQ�:HHPV
V�FDUHHU�DQG�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�RWKHUV��k,�FDQ
W�WHOO
\RX�KRZ�PDQ\�SHRSOH�,
YH�PHW�LQ�WKH�DUW�ZRUOG�DUWLVWV��FXUDWRUV�
GHDOHUV�WKDW�SRLQW�WR�CɪH�.LWFKHQ�7DEOH�6HULHV
�DV�WKH�RQH�SLHFH�WKDW
PDGH�WKHP�NQRZ�WKH\�ZDQWHG�WR�EH{LQ�WKH�DUWV�y�VDLG�(OLVDEHWK�6DQQ�
D�GLUHFWRU�DW�-DFN�6KDLQPDQ�*DOOHU\��ZKLFK�LV�FXUUHQWO\�H[KLELWLQJ�WKH
VHULHV�LQ�DQ�RQOLQH�YLHZLQJ�URRP�

:HHPV
V�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�SKRWRJUDSKV�DUH�OLNH�PLUURUV��HDFK�UHîHFWLQJ�D
FROOHFWLYH�H[SHULHQFH��KRZ�VHOIKRRG�VKLIWV�WKURXJK�SDVVDJH�RI�WLPH��WKH
VXGGHQ�GLVWDQFH�EHWZHHQ�SHRSOH��ERWK�SDVVDEOH�DQG�LPSDVVDEOH��WKH
UROHV�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DFFXPXODWH�DQG�RVFLOODWH�EHWZHHQ��KRZ�OLIH�HPDQDWHV
IURP�WKH�VPDOO�VSDFH�ZH�RFFXS\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�
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But it was also a seminal moment for Black representation in art, 
influencing an entire generation of artists who rarely saw their own selves 
reflected back on museum walls. Still, the series is not limited to a 
particular perspective. “I think [the series is] important in relationship  
WR�%ODFN�H[SHULHQFH��EXW�LW
V�QRW�DERXW�UDFH�y�:HHPV�WROG�:�PDJD]LQH�LQ 
������k,�WKLQN�WKDW�PRVW�ZRUN�WKDW
V�PDGH�E\�%ODFN�DUWLVWV�LV�FRQVLGHUHG 
WR�EH�DERXW�%ODFNQHVV��8QOLNH�ZRUN�WKDW
V�PDGH�E\�ZKLWH�DUWLVWV��ZKLFK 
LV�DVVXPHG�WR�EH�XQLYHUVDO�DW�LWV�FRUH�y

k(YHU\RQH�FDQ�UHODWH�WR�WKLV�ZRUN�y�6DQQ�VDLG��k,W
V�QRW�MXVW�%ODFN 
ZRPHQ��LW
V�ZKLWH�ZRPHQ��$VLDQ�ZRPHQ��0HQ�FDQ�VHH�WKH�ZRPHQ�LQ 
WKHLU�OLYHV�PHPRULHV�IURP�WKHLU�FKLOGKRRG�RU�VFHQHV�IURP�WKHLU 
PDUULDJH�RU�WKHLU�IDPLO\�OLIH��,W
V�VR�XQLYHUVDO�DQG�\HW�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�OLNH 
WKLV�LV�VR�UDUH�y
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6LQFH�SKRWRJUDSKLQJ�kɪH�.LWFKHQ�7DEOH�6HULHVy��:HHPV
V 
EUHDNWKURXJK�SURMHFW��WKRXJK�QRW�KHU�HDUOLHVW���WKH�6\UDFXVH��1HZ�<RUNq 
EDVHG�DUWLVW�KDV�SURGXFHG�SUROLíF�ERGLHV�RI�SKRWRJUDSK\�DQG�YLGHR 
ZRUN��HDUQHG�D�0DF$UWKXU�k*HQLXV�*UDQWy�LQ�������DQG�EHFDPH�WKH 
íUVW�%ODFN�ZRPDQ�WR�UHFHLYH�D�UHWURVSHFWLYH�DW�WKH�*XJJHQKHLP�WKH 
IROORZLQJ�\HDU��ɪRXJK�KHU�RXWSXW�LV�PXOWLIDFHWHG��:HHPV�KDV 
FRQWLQXHG�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�kPXVHy�íJXUH�íUVW�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH 
LQWLPDF\�RI�WKH�NLWFKHQ�D�ZRPDQ�ZKR�VWDQGV�LQ�IRU�DOO�ZRPHQ� 
JXLGLQJ�YLHZHUV�WKURXJK�DQWHEHOOXP�/RXLVLDQD�RU�WKH�YDVW�H[WHULRUV�RI 
IDPRXV�PXVHXPV�

kɪLV�ZRPDQ�FDQ�VWDQG�LQ�IRU�PH�DQG�IRU�\RX��VKH�FDQ�VWDQG�LQ�IRU�WKH 
DXGLHQFH��VKH�OHDGV�\RX�LQWR�KLVWRU\��6KH
V�D�ZLWQHVV�DQG�D�JXLGH�y



:HHPV�WROG�IHOORZ�SKRWRJUDSKHU� �LQ�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�IRU�%RPE

PDJD]LQH�LQ�������k&DUU\LQJ�D�WUHPHQGRXV�EXUGHQ��VKH�LV�D�%ODFN
ZRPDQ�OHDGLQJ�PH�WKURXJK�WKH�WUDXPD�RI�KLVWRU\��,�WKLQN�LW
V�YHU\
LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�DV�D�%ODFN�ZRPDQ�VKH
V�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG
KHU��VKH
V�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�KLVWRU\��VKH
V�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�ORRNLQJ��ZLWK�EHLQJ�
6KH
V�D�JXLGH�LQWR�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�VHOGRP�VHHQ�y

'DZRXG�%H\
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&DUULH�0DH�:HHPV 7KH�/RXLVLDQD�3URMHFW��6RUURZ
V�%HG������
3LSS\�+RXOGVZRUWK�*DOOHU\

ɪRXJK�WKH�HQWLUHW\�RI�kɪH�.LWFKHQ�7DEOH�6HULHVy�LV�LQ�WKH�SHUPDQHQW
FROOHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�&OHYHODQG�0XVHXP�RI�$UW�DQG�WKH�'HWURLW�,QVWLWXWH�RI
$UWV��LW�LV�PRVW�RIWHQ�VHHQ�LQ�SDUWV��WKURXJK�LQGLYLGXDO�VFHQHV�DQG�UDUHO\
ZLWK�LWV�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�WH[W��D�VWRU\�RI�WKH�ORYHUV�WROG�LQ�YLYLG�YLJQHWWHV�
IURP�WKHLU�PHHWLQJ�LQ�WKH�kJOLVWHQLQJ��WZLQNOLQJ�FU\VWDO�OLJKW�RI
$XJXVW�6HSWHPEHU�VN\�y�WKURXJK�DOO�WKH�WHVWV�DQG�EDODQFLQJ�DFWV�DQG
VWRUPV�RI�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS��XQWLO�WKH�ZRPDQ�íQGV�VRODFH�LQ�VROLWXGH�

k,�DGGHG�WKH�WH[W�MXVW�DV�,�ZDV�ZUDSSLQJ�XS��DQG�LW�ZDV�ZRQGHUIXO�y
:HHPV�WROG�:�DERXW�WKH�VHULHV��k$�PDQ�KDG�FRPH�WR�YLVLW�PH��DQG�ZH
KDG�WKLV�ZRQGHUIXO�WDON�DERXW�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ��DERXW�RXU
UHODWLRQVKLSV��DQG�KH�OHIW�DQG�WKHQ�,�WRRN�D�ORQJ�GULYH��,�DOZD\V�GULYH
ZLWK�P\�WDSH�UHFRUGHU��DQG�,�VWDUWHG�UHFLWLQJ�WKLV�WH[W��%\�WKH�WLPH�,�JRW
KRPH��LW�ZDV�GRQH��DQG�,�ZHQW�XSVWDLUV�WR�P\�FRPSXWHU�DQG�WUDQVFULEHG
LW�y
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,Q�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�WH[W�DUH�KHU�ORYHU
V�íUVW�ZRUGV�WR�KHU��k6R�WHOO�PH
EDE\��ZKDW�GR�\RX�NQRZ�DERXW�WKLV�JUHDW�ELJ�ZRUOG�RI�RXUV"y�k1RW�D
GDPQ�WKLQJ�VXJDU�y�VKH�UHSOLHV��9LHZHUV�PD\�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�VHH�WKH�ZRUOG
RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�NLWFKHQ
V�ZDOOV��EXW�KHU�FKDUDFWHUV�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�QDYLJDWH�LW
DOO�WKH�VDPH��:HHPV��SOD\LQJ�WKH�PXVH��HPEUDFHV�KHU�SDUWQHU��WKHLU�DUPV

IRUPLQJ�D�VLQJOH�VSLUDO��6KH
V�DORQH��IROGLQJ�LQWR�KHUVHOI��D�KDOI�HPSW\

ERWWOH�RI�ZLQH�LQ�IURQW�RI�KHU��6KH�ODXJKV�ZLWK�KHU�IULHQGV��WKHLU
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PRYHPHQW�OHDYLQJ�VSHFWUDO�WUDLOV�DFURVV�WKH�IUDPH��6KH�VLWV�ZLWK�KHU
\RXQJ�GDXJKWHU��ERWK�KXQFKHG�RYHU�WKHLU�ZULWLQJ��UHVWLQJ�D�ZHDU\�KHDG 
LQ�KHU�KDQG��,Q�WKH�íQDO�VFHQHV��DORQH��VKH�ORFNV�H\HV�ZLWK�WKH�FDPHUD� 
6KH�íQGV�SOHDVXUH��DQG�FRPIRUW��ZLWK�KHUVHOI�

$V�VKH�íUHG�KHU�FDPHUD�VKXWWHU�LQ�KHU�NLWFKHQ��:HHPV�NQHZ�VKH�ZDV 
DFKLHYLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ�LQ�KHU�ZRUN�ZLWK�kɪH�.LWFKHQ�7DEOH�6HULHV�y 
EXW�VKH�FRXOGQ
W�KDYH�DQWLFLSDWHG�WKH�SRZHU�KHU�GDLO\�SHUIRUPDQFH 
ZRXOG�KDYH�WKUHH�GHFDGHV�RQ��D�VHULHV�VR�XQLYHUVDO�DQG�WLPHOHVV��\HW 
FUXFLDO�LQ�DPSOLI\LQJ�%ODFN�SHUVSHFWLYHV�LQ�DUW��k,�NQHZ�WKDW�,�ZDV 
PDNLQJ�LPDJHV�XQOLNH�DQ\WKLQJ�,�KDG�VHHQ�EHIRUH��EXW�,�GLGQ
W�NQRZ 
ZKDW�WKDW�ZRXOG�PHDQ�y�VKH�WROG�:��k,�NQHZ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQW�IRU�PH��EXW 
,�GLGQ
W�NQRZ�ZKDW�LW�ZRXOG�PHDQ�KLVWRULFDOO\�y




