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IBNMHB�20SG�CDMSTQX�ILaFDR,�RDHMUDMSDC:�À�HHRSNQX�LDRRNM�FQNL
ÀMFDKa�BaRRDSS,�SOHJD�LDD,�RTSG�E.�CaQSDQ,�aMC�LaTNXa�RTAX�FQaYHDQ

FebUXaU\ 13, 2019 9:00 am

DiUecWed b\ SSike Lee; PhoWogUaSh b\ LaTo\a RXb\ FUa]ieU; SW\led b\ CoVWXme deVigneU RXWh E. CaUWeU.

S Sike Lee needed a TXeen. ThUee TXeenV, in facW. One in fUonW of Whe cameUa, one behind iW, anoWheU Wo
make VXUe eYeU\Whing looked and felW jXVW Vo. AV a filmmakeU Zho haV been Wackling UaciVm in AmeUica
foU moUe Whan 30 \eaUV, Lee haV ofWen VWUiYed Wo do man\ WhingV aW once: mi[ comed\ and dUama,
VaWiUe ZiWh VeUioXVneVV, and bUa]enl\ UeVXUUecW Whe SaVW, aV he did ZiWh hiV laWeVW moYie,  

Hence Whe WhUee TXeenV he had gaWheUed inVide a ShoWo VWXdio in Holl\Zood.

Hence Whe WhUee TXeenV he had gaWheUed inVide a ShoWo VWXdio in Holl\Zood.

TheUe ZaV Angela BaVVeWW, Whe acWUeVV, Zhom Lee fiUVW diUecWed in Malcolm X, and Zhom he had 
choVen�VSecificall\ foU heU imSeUial chaUiVma. ³So Uegal, Vo majeVWic,´ Lee UemaUked. TheUe ZaV 
LaTo\a RXb\ FUa]ieU,



	

	

	 	

PRYLH SRVWHUV IRU BODFKNKODQVPDQ. AQG VW\OLQJ WKH SURFHHGLQJV ZDV RXWK E. CDUWHU, LHH¶V FRVWXPH 
GHVLJQHU�VLQFH SFKRRO DD]H, KLV VHFRQG IHDWXUH, ZKRVH LQWULFDWH ZRUN RQ BODFN PDQWKHU KHOSHG JLYH 
WKH EORFNEXVWHU LWV�VLQJXODU DHVWKHWLF DQG HDUQHG KHU DQ OVFDU QRPLQDWLRQ. 7RJHWKHU, WKH\ ZRXOG 
VSHQG WKH GD\ SD\LQJ WULEXWH WR�VRPH RI LHH¶V IDYRULWH SKRWRJUDSKHUV, LQFOXGLQJ WKRVH LQ KLV 
SHUVRQDO FROOHFWLRQ, OLNH JDPHV 9DQ DHU =HH,�IUYLQJ PHQQ, DQG GRUGRQ PDUNV, WKH ODWH GLUHFWRU RI WKH 
RULJLQDO SKDIW, DQG D KHUR RI LHH¶V. 7KH LGHD ZDV QRW�VR PXFK WR UH-FUHDWH FHOHEUDWHG LPDJHV DV WR 
FKDQQHO WKHP LQWR VRPHWKLQJ QHZ, ZLWK BDVVHWW VWDUULQJ LQ D�YDULHW\ RI VKDSH-VKLIWLQJ UROHV²
IRUPLGDEOH GLYD, ERKHPLDQ WHPSWUHVV²DV WKH GLUHFWRU VDZ ILW.

WKH DUWLVW DFFODLPHG IRU KHU ZRUN H[SORULQJ WKH LQWHUVHFWLRQ RI UDFH, IDPLO\, DQG SODFH, ZKR DOVR VKRW 
WKH

AV LHH VSRNH, BDVVHWW ZDV EHLQJ GUHVVHG E\ CDUWHU IRU WKH VHFRQG VKRRW RI WKH GD\, ZKLFK ZRXOG 
EHFRPH RQH�RI WKLV LVVXH¶V FRYHUV. IW ZDV DQ RGH WR D 1950V SKRWR E\ PDUNV WKDW LWVHOI ZDV DQ RGH WR 
IQYLVLEOH MDQ, WKH�FODVVLF RDOSK EOOLVRQ QRYHO WKDW VO\O\ WDFNOHG LVVXHV RI LQGLYLGXDOLW\ DQG SHUVRQDO 
LGHQWLW\ IDFHG E\ AIULFDQ�APHULFDQV LQ WKH ILUVW SDUW RI WKH 20WK FHQWXU\. IQ WKH RULJLQDO SKRWRJUDSK, 
D EODFN PDQ VLWV KDYLQJ D PHDO RQ�D PDNHVKLIW VWRRO, KLV IDFH REVFXUHG LQ VKDGRZ DQG EDFNOLW E\ D 
ZDOO RI EGLVRQ EXOEV; LW¶V D YLVXDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI WKH QRYHO¶V QDPHOHVV SURWDJRQLVW, ZKR OLYHV 
XQGHUJURXQG LQ D URRP LOOXPLQDWHG E\ PRUH�WKDQ D WKRXVDQG EXOEV OLW ZLWK SLUDWHG HOHFWULFLW\. FRU 
WKH PDJD]LQH, D VLPLODU EDFNGURS ZDV FRQVWUXFWHG,�WKRXJK LHH DGGHG JDX]\ FXUWDLQV LQ SDVWHO 
VKDGHV²DQ DOOXVLRQ WR PDUNV¶V ZRUN IURP WKH 1980V. 7KH HIIHFW�ZDV ZKROO\ GLIIHUHQW IURP WKH 
RULJLQDO. BDVVHWW HPHUJHG LQ D SXUSOH GXFFL GUHVV DQG HOHJDQWO\ VDXQWHUHG RQWR�WKH VHW; DV FUD]LHU¶V 
FDPHUD FOLFNHG, LHH EHDPHG DW WKH LPDJHV RQ D PRQLWRU: D UDGLDQW EODFN ZRPDQ ZKR ZDV�DZDUH RI 
KHU SRZHU, SURXG WR EH VHHQ.

³BRRP VKDNDODND!´ H[FODLPHG LHH. ³:H JRW LW!´

HH ZDV ZRUNLQJ XQGHU WKH JXQ, QHHGLQJ WR ILQLVK XS LQ RUGHU WR FDWFK D UHG-H\H EDFN WR NHZ <RUN, 
VR WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ ZDV VKRUW-OLYHG.

³OND\, HYHU\RQH, RQWR WKH QH[W!´ KH VKRXWHG. ³GR, JR, JR!´

LHH KDG EHHQ RQ D EXV\, ERRPLQJ UXQ VLQFH ODVW MD\, ZKHQ BODFKNKODQVPDQ SUHPLHUHG DW WKH 
CDQQHV FLOP�FHVWLYDO, ZKHUH LW ZRQ WKH GUDQG PUL[. 7HOOLQJ WKH WUXH EXW LPSUREDEOH WDOH RI RRQ 
SWDOOZRUWK, D EODFN SROLFH�ZLWK�WKLV�ILOP�´�/HH�VDLG��³7KH�WLPH�ZH¶UH�OLYLQJ�LQ�LV�WRR�GDQJHURXV�WR�EH

 VXEWOH.´

:KLOH WKLV VHQVH RI XUJHQF\ KDV ORQJ IXHOHG KLV ZRUN²LHH KDG DVVHUWHG WKDW EODFN OLYHV PDWWHU ORQJ 
EHIRUH�KDVKWDJV²BODFKNKODQVPDQ UHVRQDWHG ZLWK D ODUJHU DXGLHQFH; JURVVLQJ $89 PLOOLRQ, LW 
PDUNHG WKH VHFRQG-EHVW ER[ RIILFH RSHQLQJ RI KLV VWRULHG FDUHHU. ³IW¶V ORRQ\ WXQHV RXW WKHUH, WRWDO 
LQVDQLW\,´ VDLG LHH, JURZLQJ�DQLPDWHG DV KH UHIHUUHG WR WKH SROLWLFDO FOLPDWH. ³AQG WKDW¶V ZK\ WKLV 
ILOP FRQQHFWHG ZLWK DXGLHQFHV JOREDOO\.�7KH\ VHH WKLV ILOP, WKH\ VHH WKLV JX\ LQ WKH :KLWH HRXVH, 
ZKDW¶V KDSSHQLQJ LQ APHULFD²EXW WKLV UHVXUJHQFH�RI WKH IDU ULJKW LV KDSSHQLQJ JOREDOO\.´



	

	

	

	
	
	
	 	

TZR da\V befRUe WKe VKRRW WRRN SOace, Lee Kad beeQ aW WKe GROdeQ GORbeV, ZKeUe 
BOacKNKOaQVPaQ ZaV�QRPLQaWed fRU fRXU aZaUdV, LQcOXdLQg beVW dUaPa aQd beVW dLUecWRU. He 
caPe aZa\ ePSW\-KaQded. ³I¶P QRW�gRLQg WR VLW KeUe aQd OLe WR \RX aQd Va\ LW ZaV QLce,´ Ke VaLd. 
³BXW Lf WKaW ZaV WKe dULYLQg fRUce fRU PaNLQg�fLOPV, Pe ZLQQLQg aZaUdV, I ZRXOd KaYe TXLW afWeU 
DR WKe RLgKW TKLQg.´ TZR ZeeNV OaWeU, Ke ZRXOd UeceLYe�OVcaU QRPLQaWLRQV fRU beVW dLUecWRU aQd 
beVW PRWLRQ SLcWXUe, bRWK fLUVWV; bXW Ke VeePed aOUead\ VaWLVfLed WKaW�KLV UeVXUgeQce Kad WULggeUed 
SeRSOe WR UeeYaOXaWe VRPe Rf KLV eaUOLeU ZRUN WKaW caUULed a VLPLOaU PeVVage bXW�dLdQ¶W fLQd LWV 
Za\ LQWR WKe PaLQVWUeaP. ³AW WKe WLPe, SeRSOe ZeUeQ¶W Uead\ fRU fLOPV OLNe 25WK HRXU aQd�
BaPbRR]Oed,´ Ke VaLd. ³SR WKe\ feOO WKURXgK WKe cUacNV. BXW QRZ SeRSOe aUe Uead\.´

7KH�VKRRW�ZLWK�%DVVHWW�ZDV�D�IUHQHWLF�DIIDLU��ZLWK�D�WRWDO�RI�HLJKW�VHWV�EXLOW�DQG�GLVPDQWOHG�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�GD\��%DVVHWW��ZKR�FDUULHG�RQ�LQ�D�VSKLQ[OLNH�VLOHQFH��ZDV�SRVHG�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�
UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�,UYLQJ�3HQQ¶V�IDPRXV�SKRWR�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�KHDY\ZHLJKW�FKDPSLRQ�-RH�/RXLV��DQG�
ODWHU�WUDQVIRUPHG�LQWR�%LOOLH�+ROLGD\�LQ�DQ�KRPDJH�WR�5R\�'H&DUDYD��WKH�UHQRZQHG�MD]]�
SKRWRJUDSKHU��:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�)UD]LHU��D�*XJJHQKHLP�IHOORZ�DQG�UHFLSLHQW�RI�D�³JHQLXV�JUDQW´�IURP�
WKH�-RKQ�'��DQG�&DWKHULQH�7��0DF$UWKXU�)RXQGDWLRQ��ZDV�IRU�/HH�D�PRPHQWRXV�RFFDVLRQ²
PRPeQWRXV RccaVLRQ²FUa]LeU¶V VROR VKRZ aW GaYLQ BURZQ¶V EQWeUSULVe OaVW \eaU feaWXUed ³FOLQW 
IV  FaPLO\,´ 

D�KaUURZLQg VeULeV Rf SKRWRgUaSKV Rf WKUee geQeUaWLRQV Rf ZRPeQ ZKR eQdXUed WKe MLcKLgaQ 
ZaWeU cULVLV; LW�eaUQed KeU cRPSaULVRQV WR GR\a. ³WKeQ I UeaOO\ OLNe SeRSOe¶V ZRUN, aQd WKeUe¶V aQ 
RSSRUWXQLW\ WR ZRUN ZLWK�WKeP, I ORYe dRLQg LW,´ Lee VaLd, e[SOaLQLQg WKaW Ke VaZ FUa]LeU¶V 
SKRWRgUaSK\ aV aQ e[WeQVLRQ Rf WKe VaPe�OLQeage WWKH\�ZHUH�QRZ�FHOHEUDWLQJ���6LPSO\�SXW��VKH
V�
NLOOLQJ�LW��

E[KaXVWed fURP PRQWKV deYRWed WR SURPRWLQg  BOacKNKOaQVPaQ, Lee ZaV cOeaUO\ eQMR\LQg WKe 
cKaQce WR�VSeQd VRPe WLPe dRLQg LQVWead Rf WaONLQg. TRZaUd WKe eQd Rf WKe da\, aV BaVVeWW ZaV 
beLQg SUeSSed fRU a�VKRRW LQVSLUed b\ WKe SKRWRgUaSKV Rf CKaUOeV ³TeeQLe´ HaUULV, ZKR 
dRcXPeQWed bOacN OLfe LQ PLWWVbXUgK fRU�fRXU decadeV, Lee decLded WR gLYe PRdeOLQg a VKRW. 
HRSSLQg RQWR WKe VeW, Ke VSUaZOed acURVV a YLQWage�CKLQeVe UXg, PXggLQg fRU WKe caPeUa LQ a 
YaULeW\ Rf faX[-VXOWU\ SRVeV. BXW WKeQ BaVVeWW, KLV TXeeQ, aUULYed LQ�a VaWLQ VOLS dUeVV. Lee KaSSLO\ 
UeOLQTXLVKed WKe WKURQe.



	

	

	 	

PoVed in a VeWXS ofWen XVed b\ IUYing Penn, one of SSike Lee¶V faYoUiWe ShoWogUaSheUV, BaVVeWW ZeaUV a MoVchino goZn and MoVchino CoXWXUe gloYeV; Balenciaga
eaUUingV; Toni + Chlos GoXWal necklace; VW\liVW¶V oZn VWole.
DiUecWed b\ SSike Lee; PhoWogUaSh b\ LaTo\a RXb\ FUa]ieU; SW\led b\ CoVWXme deVigneU RXWh E. CaUWeU.



	

	

	 	

TKH H[XbHUaQcH RI CKaUOHV ³THHQLH´ HaUULV¶V SLcWXUHV RI AIULcaQ APHULcaQ cRPPXQLWLHV LQ PLWWVbXUJK ZaV WKH VWaUWLQJ SRLQW IRU WKLV LPaJH. FHQdL cRaW; NLOL LRWaQ dUHVV;�
BXOJaUL QHcNOacH; LaJRV ULQJ; MLX MLX VKRHV. BeaXt\ note: EPbUacH WKH VSRWOLJKW. CKaQHO PRLVWXUL]LQJ BaXPH EVVHQWLHO LQ ScXOSWLQJ LPSaUWV a VKRZVWRSSLQJ JORZ YLa�a 
VOHHN SHaUO\ VWLcN.�DLUHcWHd b\ SSLNH LHH; PKRWRJUaSK b\ LaTR\a RXb\ FUa]LHU; SW\OHd b\ CRVWXPH dHVLJQHU RXWK E. CaUWHU.

IQ KHU JURXQdbUHaNLQJ ³KLWcKHQ TabOH SHULHV´ (1990), WKH aUWLVW CaUULH MaH WHHPV H[SORUHd UacH, cOaVV, aQd JHQdHU LQ a dRPHVWLc VHWWLQJ. BaVVHWW cKaQQHOV WKaW aWWLWXdH�
RI cRQILdHQW UHIOHcWLRQ, ZHaULQJ a GXccL dUHVV; KHQQHWK Ja\ LaQH HaUULQJV; EOL]abHWK LRcNH ULQJ (ULJKW KaQd); CaUWLHU ULQJ (OHIW KaQd).
DLUHcWHd b\ SSLNH LHH; PKRWRJUaSK b\ LaTR\a RXb\ FUa]LHU; SW\OHd b\ CRVWXPH dHVLJQHU RXWK E. CaUWHU.



	

	

	 	

A 1950V SKRWRgUaSK b\ GRUdRQ PaUNV, aQ Rde WR WKe RaOSK EOOLVRQ QRYeO IQYLVLbOe MaQ, geWV a gOaPRURXV UeLQWeUSUeWaWLRQ. GXccL dUeVV; TLffaQ\ & CR. eaUULQgV; BXOgaUL�
bUaceOeW; GLVPRQdL 1754 ULQg; PUada VKReV.
DLUecWed b\ SSLNe Lee; PKRWRgUaSK b\ LaTR\a RXb\ FUa]LeU; SW\Oed b\ CRVWXPe deVLgQeU RXWK E. CaUWeU.



	

	

	 	

IQ hiV hRPeWRZQ Rf BaPakR, MaOi, MaOick Sidibp chURQicOed Whe Oife aQd cXOWXUe Rf hiV cRPPXQiW\, ZiWh caUefXOO\ SRVed aQd VW\Oed ShRWRgUaShV. BaVVeWW Sa\V hRPage,�
ZeaUiQg a SaOYaWRUe FeUUagaPR bOa]eU, bORXVe, SaQWV, aQd VhReV; KeQQeWh Ja\ LaQe eaUUiQgV; BRVV SRckeW VTXaUe; ChaQeO QeckOace; VeQdRUafa UiQgV; bUaceOeWV:�
EOi]abeWh LRcke, MaUiQa B, EOi]abeWh LRcke (UighW haQd, fURP WRS); VeQdRUafa (OefW haQd).
DiUecWed b\ SSike Lee; PhRWRgUaSh b\ LaTR\a RXb\ FUa]ieU; SW\Oed b\ CRVWXPe deVigQeU RXWh E. CaUWeU.



	

	

	 	

BaVVeWW bUingV back WR life Whe NeZ YRUk ja]]age VSiUiW SUeVenW in man\ Rf RR\ DeCaUaYa¶V black and ZhiWe imageV. RRbeUWR CaYalli dUeVV; BijRX Van NeVV faVcinaWRU;
RRdaUWe eaUUingV and bUaceleW; MaUina B gRld bUaceleW; CaUWieU Uing; MiX MiX VhReV; VW\liVW¶V RZn VWRle.
DiUecWed b\ SSike Lee; PhRWRgUaSh b\ LaTR\a RXb\ FUa]ieU; SW\led b\ CRVWXme deVigneU RXWh E. CaUWeU.



	

	

	

TKe VRXO RI WKe 1930V HaUOeP ReQaLVVaQce, ZKLcK ZaV e[WeQVLYeO\ dRcXPeQWed aW WKe WLPe b\ WKe bOacN SKRWRJUaSKeU JaPeV VaQ DeU Zee, LV aOLYe aQd ZeOO. GXccL
dUeVV, VcaUI, IeOLQe QecNOace, IaQ, aQd VKReV; JeQQLIeU BeKU WXUbaQ; FR[ & BRQd QecNOace; GLVPRQdL 1754 ULQJ.
DLUecWed b\ SSLNe Lee; PKRWRJUaSK b\ LaTR\a RXb\ FUa]LeU; SW\Oed b\ CRVWXPe deVLJQeU RXWK E. CaUWeU.


