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I :AS THAT ALIEN: FLOPPDNHUb
ARTHUR JAFA LQ CRQYHUVDWLRQb

ZLWK HDQV UOULFK OEULVWb
b

JXQH 26, 2017b

 
On the occasion of JafaŖs e[hibition ŗA Series of Improbable,b
Yet E[traordinar\ RenditionsŘ at Serpentine Galleries, theb
filmmaker, artist, and music Yideo director speaks aboutb
Science Fiction and the Black e[perience.bb
 
 
DeVcULbLQJ WKe IaPRXV cKeVW-bXUVWeU VceQe LQ RLdOe\ ScRWW¶V ​Alien ​, ILOPPaNeU AUWKXU JaIa ]eUReV LQ RQ WKe 
PRPeQW ZKeUe PaUNeU (WKe BOacN eQJLQeeU SOa\ed b\ YaSKeW KRWWR) VWaUeV Iace-WR-Iace ZLWK WKe PRQVWURXV bab\ 
aOLeQ. He deVcULbeV LW aV a PRPeQW RI UecRJQLWLRQ beWZeeQ WZR aUcKeW\SaO bOacN PeQ ² WKe ³JRRd´ RQe ZKR 
ZRUNV IRU WKe cRPSaQ\ aQd WKe ³bad´ RQe ZKR KaV cRPe WR UaSe aQd SLOOaJe. BXW WKLV cRQVWeOOaWLRQ RI 
UecRJQLWLRQ ZRUNV WKUee Za\V. AV JaIa KLPVeOI UecaOOV: ³TKe ILUVW WLPe I VaZ LW, I UeaOL]ed WKaW I ZaV WKaW aOLeQ.´ 
 
FRU JaIa, ScLeQce FLcWLRQ aQd WKe BOacN e[SeULeQce aUe WZR LQWeUWZLQed VXbMecWV, RQe WKaW Ke WUaceV eaUO\ LQWR KLV 
RZQ cKLOdKRRd LQ WKe DeeS SRXWK, ZKeQ Ke ILUVW VaZ ​2001: A Space Od\VVe\​ b\ SWaQOe\ KXbULcN, ZKR Ke OaWeU 
ZRUNed IRU aV a cLQePaWRJUaSKeU. TKe JeQUe LV XQLTXe LQ LWV abLOLW\ WR OLWeUaOL]e a cRQdLWLRQ RI TXaVL-KXPaQLW\ 
WKaW VWUeWcKeV acURVV SROLce bUXWaOLW\ aQd WKe aVVaVVLQaWLRQV RI cLYLO ULJKWV OeadeUV. ReIeUULQJ WR VaPXUaL OLWeUaWXUe, 
JaIa deVcULbeV OLYLQJ ZLWK WKe SRVWXUe RI beLQJ dead ² RI ³beLQJ cRRO´ ² aV a VWUaWeJ\ WR VWa\ aOLYe LQ a V\VWeP 
RI RSSUeVVLRQ, ³VR WKaW WKe IRUceV WKaW aUe WU\LQJ WR deVWUR\ \RX ZLOO aVVXPe WKaW WKe\¶Ye aOUead\ acKLeYed WKeLU 
JRaO.´ TKLV VWUaWeJ\ RI XWLOL]LQJ abVeQce ² RQe WKaW LV aOVR ceQWUaO WR WKe aQaWRP\ RI cRQceSWXaO aUW ² WaNeV 
VKaSe LQ JaIa¶V e[KLbLWLRQ ³A SeULeV RI IPSURbabOe, YeW E[WUaRUdLQaU\ ReQdLWLRQV,´ ZKLcK aOVR IeaWXUeV ZRUN b\ 
FULda OUXSabR aQd MLQJ SPLWK. 
 
AUWKXU JaIa VSRNe ZLWK SeUSeQWLQe¶V aUWLVWLc dLUecWRU aQd 032c cRQWULbXWRU HaQV UOULcK ObULVW: 



	

	

	

 
b

HDQV 8OULFK OEULVW: CRXOG \RX WDON DERXW WKH YHU\ EHJLQQLQJV: KRZ \RXb
FDPH WR EH DQ DUWLVW, D ILOPPDNHU, D FLQHPDWRJUDSKHU, Db
SKRWRERRN-PDNHU?bb

b
AUWhXU Jafa: I dRQ¶W NQRZ ZheQ Whe VWaUW ZaV. SRPebRd\ aVNed P\ dad abRXW Whe bRRNV VSecLfLcaOO\, aQd he 
VaLd, µWeOO, he¶V beeQ dRLQg a YeUVLRQ Rf WhRVe VLQce he ZaV a NLd.¶ IW¶V baVLcaOO\ a fRUP Rf OCD. IW¶V QRW 
ZheWheU \RX¶Ue QeXURWLc RU QRW, LW¶V ZheWheU \RXU QeXURVLV LV SURdXcWLYe RU QRW. FRU a ORQg WLPe, WheUe ZaV 
QRZheUe I ZeQW ZheUe I dLdQ¶W haYe RQe Rf WheVe heaY\-aVV bRRNV ZLWh Pe. AW Whe VPaOOeVW LQYLWaWLRQ, I¶d fOLS LW 
RXW aQd gR OLNe, µYR, ORRN aW WhLV. LRRN aW WhLV. WhaW dR \RX WhLQN Rf WhLV?¶ AQd P\ beVW fULeQd GUeg TaWe ZRXOd 
aOZa\V Va\ WR RWheUV, µHaYe \RX VeeQ Whe bRRNV?¶ The WRXU Rf Whe bRRNV aPRXQWed WR \RX ORRNLQg aW WheP ZhLOVW 
I dLd a UXQQLQg cRPPeQWaU\ abRXW ZhaW ZaV LQ WheP. ReceQWO\, I ZaV ZaWchLQg aQRWheU gRRd fULeQd Rf PLQe, 
JRhQ ANRPfUah, gLYe aQ LQWeUYLeZ, aQd he VaLd VRPeWhLQg WhaW VWUXcN Pe, becaXVe I feeO LW¶V aW Whe cRUe Rf aOPRVW 
eYeU\WhLQg WhaW I dR. He VaLd WhaW eVVeQWLaOO\ ZhaW he WULeV WR dR LV WR WaNe WhLQgV aQd SXW WheP LQ VRPe VRUW Rf 
affecWLYe SUR[LPLW\ WR RQe aQRWheU. ThaW ​reall\​ hLW Pe becaXVe I WhLQN fRU Pe, LQ a QXWVheOO, WhaW¶V ZhaW LW UeaOO\ 
cRPeV dRZQ WR. 
 
I haYe a VRPeZhaW cRQWeQWLRXV UeOaWLRQVhLS WR Whe Ldea WhaW VRPe Rf WheVe WhLQgV aUe LQ facW aUW. OfWeQWLPeV I Vee 
WhLQgV RQ Whe VLde Rf Whe URad WhaW I WhLQN aUe PXch PRUe LQWeUeVWLQg WhaQ aQ\WhLQg I¶Ye VeeQ LQ aUW gaOOeULeV. IW¶V 
QRW WR Va\ WhaW I dRQ¶W OLNe aUW gaOOeULeV, bXW Whe\ dR cUeaWe a ceUWaLQ hLeUaUch\ Rf aUWefacWV aQd hRZ Whe\¶Ue YaOXed 
RU QRW YaOXed. A feZ \eaUV agR, I ZaV aW TheaVWeU GaWeV¶V B.A.R. (BOacN AUWLVWV ReWUeaW) LQ ChLcagR. I ZaV 
aPa]ed b\ hRZ PaQ\ aUWLVWV WhRXghW WhaW aUW had aQ LQheUeQW YaOXe. AUW aV a QRWLRQ haV YaOXe, bXW dR VSecLfLc 
WhLQgV haYe LQheUeQW YaOXe? I dRQ¶W beOLeYe LW aW aOO. I WhLQN aUW LV PRVWO\ abRXW cUeaWLQg aQd aVVLgQLQg YaOXe WR 
WhLQgV. 



	

	

	 	

 
I¶Ye Vaid iQ Whe SaVW WhaW I WhiQN BOacN APeUicaQV, iQ SaUWicXOaU, aUe SUeRccXSied ZiWh WhiQgV, becaXVe ZheQ Ze 
caPe heUe Ze ZeUe WhiQgV. We ZeUeQ¶W SeRSOe. We ZeUeQ¶W hXPaQ beiQgV. We ZeUe WhiQgV Rf a YeU\ SaUWicXOaU 
VRUW. I WhiQN WhaW Oegac\ Rf beiQg WhiQgV eQdV XS cUeaWiQg a YeU\ cRPSOicaWed d\QaPic. WheWheU iW¶V a bRRN, a 
ShRWR RU a Siece Rf aUW, RQe¶V UeOaWiRQVhiS WR WhaW WhiQg iV cRPSOicaWed. WhaW I¶P iQWeUeVWed iQ iV Whe bUiQgiQg Rf 
WZR WhiQgV WRgeWheU, bXW I¶P aOVR iQWeUeVWed iQ WhiV idea WhaW WhiQgV gaiQ ZhaWeYeU YaOXe Whe\ haYe, ZhaWeYeU 
aVVigQed YaOXe Whe\ haYe, PRVWO\ WhURXgh Whe cRQWe[W WhaW Whe\ fiQd WhePVeOYeV iQ. 
 
 
 

, UHDG D WH[W ZKHUH \RX WHOO DQ DQHFGRWH DERXW \RXU RZQ EHJLQQLQJVb
DQG DERXW DQ HSLSKDQ\ WKDW KDSSHQHG LQ UHODWLRQ WR WKH ILOP ​AlieQ​.b
CRXOG \RX WHOO XV DERXW WKLV?bb

b
IW gReV bacN WR Whe cOaVV Rf WhiQgV. The aOieQ iV a PRQVWeU, bXW iQ P\ UeadiQg Rf iW, I WhiQN Whe fiUVW WiPe I VaZ iW, I 
UeaOiVed WhaW I ZaV WhaW aOieQ. YRX¶Ye gRW a cRPSaQ\ WhaW¶V RXW WheUe PiQiQg, RU ZhaWeYeU Whe\¶Ue VXSSRVed WR be 
dRiQg iQ VSace, aQd \RX¶Ye gRW WZR« iW¶V fXQQ\ XViQg WhiV WeUP iQ Pi[ed cRPSaQ\, bXW I haYe WR becaXVe iW¶V Whe 
aSSURSUiaWe WeUP ± iW¶V WZR QiggeUV. TheUe¶V Whe gRRd QiggeU aQd Whe bad QiggeU. The gRRd QiggeU iV YaSheW 
KRWWR, ZhR ZRUNV fRU Whe cRPSaQ\, aQd Whe bad QiggeU iV Whe aOieQ. WheQ Whe\ fiUVW VWaUW WR cRQfURQW WhiV 
[eQRPRUSh, iV ZheQ JRhQ HXUW iV aW Whe diQQeU WabOe, eaWiQg, aQd he¶V OiNe, µI¶P feeOiQg fiQe¶, aQd WheQ VXddeQO\ 
he VWaUWV haYiQg WhiV Vei]XUe XQWiO Whe aOieQ, iQ iWV fiUVW SeUPXWaWed VWaWe, SRSV RXW Rf hiV cheVW. If \RX ORRN cORVeO\, 
WheUe¶V WhiV PRPeQW ZheUe Whe ZhROe cUeZ iV SXOOiQg bacN, e[ceSW fRU YaSheW KRWWR, ZhR¶V SXVhiQg fRUZaUd 
ZiWh a NQife iQ hiV haQd. I aOZa\V feOW WhaW WhaW PRPeQW, ZheUe Whe bab\ YeUViRQ Rf Whe aOieQ aQd YaSheW KRWWR 
aUe faciQg each RWheU, iV a PRPeQW Rf UecRgQiWiRQ. ThiV ZaV Whe bURWheU ZhR cRXOdQ¶W be UeaVRQed ZiWh; Whe 
bURWheU ZhR Vaid, µNR, I cRPe WR UaSe aQd SiOOage aQd SURcUeaWe ZiWh \RX ZheWheU \RX ZaQW WR RU QRW.¶ IW¶V a VRUW 
Rf SUiPRUdiaO YiViRQ Rf BOacN SeRSOe iQ a Za\. 
 
OYeU Whe \eaUV, I¶Ye beeQ VWUXcN b\ Whe addiWiRQaO iQfRUPaWiRQ WhaW caPe RXW, Zhich YeUified P\ feeOiQgV abRXW 
Whe aOieQ. FRU e[aPSOe, WheUe ZaV a 6ƍ 9Ǝ SXdaQeVe gX\ QaPed BROaMi iQ Whe aOieQ VXiW. RePePbeU WhaW WhiV iV 
HROO\ZRRd, ZheUe if a BOacN SeUVRQ geWV a MRb, WheUe¶V a YeU\ VSecific UeaVRQ Zh\ Whe\¶Ue geWWiQg WhaW MRb. IW 
VWUXcN Pe RQ VRPe SUiPRUdiaO OeYeO WhaW iW¶V QRW aQ accideQW WhaW Whe\ SXW WhiV 6ƍ 9Ǝ SXdaQeVe gX\ iQ WhiV VXiW. I 
aOVR UePePbeU VeeiQg RQe Rf H.R. GigeU¶V bRRNV iQ hiV VWXdiR, Zhich had a SicWXUe Rf a YRUXba VWaff, aQ EOegba 
VWaff. If \RX ORRN aW WhaW VWaff iQ Whe bRRN, \RX acWXaOO\ Vee Whe aOieQ¶V head aQd ZheUe Whe deVigQ caPe fURP. AV 
iV RfWeQ Whe caVe ZiWh gUeaW VcieQce-ficWiRQ fiOPV, ​AlieQ ​ iV bRXQd XS ZiWh WheVe ideaV Rf Whe OWheU. AQd Whe OWheU, 
aV faU aV iW e[iVWV iQ Whe WeVWeUQ iPagiQaWiRQ, iV bRXQd XS ZiWh ZhR BOacN SeRSOe aUe iPagiQed WR be. 
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7KH WH[W HQGV RQ \RXU LGHD RI BODFN 9LVXDO IQWRQDWLRQ (B9I). CRXOG \RXb
WHOO XV DERXW VRPH RI WKH DUWLVWV DQG ILOPPDNHUV ZKRŖYH LQVSLUHG \RXb
RQ WKLV SDWK WR WKH LQYHQWLRQ RI B9I?b

b
AV iV RfWeQ Whe caVe if \RX fiQd \RXUVelf beiQg a cUeaWiYe SeUVRQ, Whe WhiQgV WhaW iQflXeQce \RX aUe XQaXWhRUed. 
BXW I gUeZ XS lRRkiQg aW a lRW Rf VcieQce ficWiRQ. The fiUVW Wime I ZaV acXWel\ aZaUe Rf a SeUVRQ makiQg a film 
WhaW had a SURfRXQd imSacW RQ me ZaV ceUWaiQl\ SWaQle\ KXbUick. ​2001: A SSace Od\VVe\​ URcked me. I WhiQk WR 
WhiV da\ ZheQeYeU I make VRmeWhiQg, I¶m WU\iQg WR UeSlicaWe Whe e[SeUieQce WhaW I had fURm YieZiQg WhaW film. 
M\ gRdmRWheU bRXghW me a cRS\ Rf AUWhXU C ClaUke¶V QRYel ZheQ I ZaV abRXW eleYeQ \eaUV Rld, aQd aW Whe Wime 
WheUe ZaV a maga]iQe, Zhich VWill e[iVWV, called ​PRSXOaU MechaQicV ​. TheUe ZaV a VeUieV Rf aUWicleV abRXW Whe 
makiQg Rf WhiV film, WZR RU WhUee \eaUV befRUe iW came RXW. WheQ iW fiQall\ came RXW, I ZaV RbVeVVed ZiWh iW. I 
Ueall\ ZaQWed WR Vee Whe mRYie aQd m\ dad Vaid, µOka\, ZheQ iW cRmeV WR WRZQ, I¶ll Wake \RX WR Vee iW¶. IW came 
WR a dUiYe-iQ RXWVide Rf ClaUkVdale fRU jXVW WZR QighWV, a SaWXUda\ aQd a SXQda\. M\ dad ZaVQ¶W able WR geW me WR 
iW aQd WR WhiV da\ I VWill UemembeU iW aV RQe Rf Whe mRVW diVaSSRiQWiQg mRmeQWV Rf m\ life. AbRXW a \eaU aQd a 
half laWeU, 2001 came WR ClaUkVdale, MiVViVViSSi, WZR \eaUV afWeU iW ZaV UeleaVed iQ Whe WheaWUeV eYeU\ZheUe elVe. 
I ZaV Ueall\ e[ciWed. M\ SaUeQWV dURSSed me Rff WheUe WR Vee iW aW a maWiQee RQ a SaWXUda\. IW ZaV me aQd ma\be, 
if I UemembeU cRUUecWl\, WZR RWheU cRXSleV ViWWiQg WheUe aW abRXW QRRQ, WR ZaWch Whe mRYie. I UemembeU Whe 
mRYie VWaUWiQg aQd haUdl\ aQ\WhiQg afWeU WhaW. I XVed WR Va\ Whe film bXUied me aliYe. I lRVW cRQVciRXVQeVV iQ iWV 
SUeVeQce. I UemembeU Whe\ had aQ iQWeUYal midZa\ WhURXgh Whe film, aQd ZheQ Whe lighWV came XS, iW ZaV jXVW 
me; Whe RWheU WZR cRXSleV had abaQdRQed iW. TheUe¶V haUdl\ aQ\ dialRgXe fRU Whe fiUVW 20 RU 30 miQXWeV Rf Whe 
film. IW gReV fURm WheVe big eSRchal leaSV iQ Wime aQd WheQ iW VlRZV dRZQ WR almRVW Ueal Wime, RU VlRZeU WhaQ Ueal 
Wime. IW¶V dRiQg a lRW Rf ama]iQg VWXff WhaW \RX dRQ¶W aVVRciaWe ZiWh cRmmeUcial ciQema. The film eQdV ZiWh Whe 
famRXV SV\chedelic VeTXeQce aV BRZmaQ¶V SRd iV dUaZQ WhURXgh VSace. TheQ WheUe¶V all WhiV VXUUeal VWXff ZheUe 



	

	

	 	

he¶V iQ Whe bedURRP. I cRXOdQ¶W Pake head RU WaiO Rf iW. I ZaV cRPSOeWeO\ fOabbeUgaVWed iQ Whe face Rf iW. I 
UePePbeU ZaOkiQg RXW Rf Whe WheaWUe, aQd WhiV iV hRZ I kQRZ WhiV ZaV a SURfRXQd PRPeQW fRU Pe, becaXVe I 
UePePbeU iW haSWicaOO\, I UePePbeU iW VSaWiaOO\. I UePePbeU Whe diPeQViRQV Rf Whe VSace, I UePePbeU Whe aQgOe 
aW Zhich Whe OighW ZaV cRPiQg iQ WR Whe WheaWUe, becaXVe iW¶V abRXW WZR RU WhUee R¶cORck aW WhiV SRiQW. I UePePbeU 
Whe OiQW iQ Whe aiU, fORaWiQg aURXQd iQ Whe OighW. I ZaV ORRkiQg aURXQd Oike WhiV aQd I RQO\ VaZ RQe SeUVRQ, Whe 
PaQageU Rf Whe WheaWUe. He ZaV ViWWiQg RYeU iQ Whe bRRWh UeadiQg a QeZVSaSeU. OOdeU WhiWe gX\. He VeePed ROd 
aW Whe WiPe, becaXVe I ZaV WZeOYe. I ZaOked RYeU WR hiP. AW WhaW SRiQW iQ P\ Oife I didQ¶W UeaOO\ haYe 
XQchaSeURQed iQWeUacWiRQ ZiWh WhiWe SeRSOe. IW ZaV YeU\, YeU\ UaUe. BXW I ZaOked RYeU WR hiP aQd Vaid, µE[cXVe 
Pe, ViU. I jXVW caPe RXW Rf WhaW PRYie, aQd « CaQ \RX WeOO Pe ZhaW iW ZaV abRXW?¶ He VWRSV UeadiQg hiV SaSeU, 
ORRkV dRZQ aW Pe aQd Va\V, µSRQ, I¶Ye beeQ ORRkiQg aW iW aOO Zeek aQd I haYe QR cOXe.¶ ThaW¶V Whe OaVW WhiQg I 
UePePbeU. I dRQ¶W UePePbeU hRZ I gRW hRPe. I dRQ¶W UePePbeU aQ\WhiQg afWeU hiP Va\iQg WhaW. AV a PaWWeU Rf 
facW, P\ \RXQgeU bURWheU UePiQded Pe a \eaU agR WhaW he ZaV aW Whe WheaWUe ZiWh Pe. I dRQ¶W UePePbeU hiP aW 
aOO. 
 
IW ZaV a SURfRXQd iQfOXeQce. TR a ceUWaiQ degUee, I WhiQk I¶P aOZa\V WU\iQg WR figXUe RXW hRZ WR UeSOicaWe Whe 
iQWeQViW\ Rf WhaW e[SeUieQce. I WhiQk VRPe Rf iW iV bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe facW WhaW I ZaV \RXQgeU, ZheUe WheUe¶V a ORW 
Rf gaSV aQd WhiQgV \RX jXVW dRQ¶W XQdeUVWaQd. A ORW Rf WhiQgV fRU Pe aUe bRXQd XS iQ WhaW PRPeQW. MiVViVViSSi iV 
a YeU\ iQWeUeVWiQg aQd VSRRk\ SOace WR gURZ XS iQ, SaUWicXOaUO\ Whe DeOWa. I ZaV bRUQ iQ TXSeOR, Zhich iV 
NRUWheaVW MiVViVViSSi. ThaW¶V Whe hiOO cRXQWU\. The DeOWa, Zhich I PRYed WR ZheQ I ZaV VeYeQ, iV YeU\ fOaW. IW¶V a 
YeU\ WUaQVieQW eQYiURQPeQW. I WhiQk, iQ VRPe Za\V, Whe OaQdVcaSe iWVeOf SUediVSRVed Pe WR be aWWUacWed WR WhiV 
kiQd Rf WhiQg. 
 
TheQ fiYe RU Vi[ \eaUV OaWeU, I diVcRYeUed MiOeV DaYiV. I aOZa\V feOW WhaW WheUe ZaV VRPeWhiQg YeU\ ViPiOaU iQ Whe 
ePRWiRQaO WeQRU Rf hiV ZRUk aQd Whe ePRWiRQaO WeQRU Rf a fiOP Oike ​�001​, Zhich achieYeV aQ effecW WhaW I¶P 
aOZa\V WU\iQg WR achieYe, Zhich iV VRPeWhiQg WhaW¶V bRWh YROXSWXRXV aQd aXVWeUe aW Whe VaPe WiPe. 
 
 
 

7KLV EULQJV XV WR WKH LQYHQWLRQ RI B9,, ZKLFK DV \RX GHVFULEH LV ŕWKHb
XVH RI LUUHJXODU, QRQ-WHPSHUHG FDPHUD UDWHV DQG IUDPH UHSOLFDWLRQ WRb
SURPSW ILOPLF PRYHPHQW WR IXQFWLRQ LQ D PDQQHU WKDW DSSUR[LPDWHVb
BODFN YRFDO LQWRQDWLRQŖ. , RQFH PHW AOEHUW HRIIPDQ, ZKR GLVFRYHUHGb
/6D, DQG ZKR RIWHQ WROG PH WKH VWRU\ RI ZKHQ WKH GLVFRYHU\b
KDSSHQHG. AOVR, BHQRLW 0DQGHOEURW GHVFULEHG LQ GHWDLO WR PH WKH GD\b
KH GLVFRYHUHG IUDFWDOV IRU WKH ILUVW WLPH. ,ŖG ORYH WR KHDU DERXW WKHb
PRPHQW \RX FDPH XS ZLWK WKLV LGHD.bb

b
FiUVW Rf aOO, iW cRPeV RXW Rf a cRPSOicaWed VeW Rf SRViWiRQV aQd ideaV WhaW I¶Ye aUUiYed iW. IW¶V QRW aQ idea RXW Rf 
cRQWe[W. IW¶V aQ idea WhaW¶V bRXQd XS ZiWh ZRUkiQg ZiWh P\ SaUWQeUV, MaOik Sa\eed, EOiVVa BORXQW-MRRUhead 
aQd TNEG. OXU cRQWiQXiQg PaQWUa iV: hRZ dR \RX Pake a BOack ciQePa ZiWh Whe SRZeU, beaXW\ aQd aOieQaWiRQ 
Rf BOack PXVic? 
 



	

	

	 	

WheQ I ZaV iQ VchRRl, I caPe acURVV a bRRk called ​The Black AeVWheWic ​ aQd aQRWheU called ​Black FiUe ​. I 
UePePbeU UeadiQg iQ WheVe bRRkV VRPeWhiQg b\ SWeSheQ HeQdeUVRQ, a Black liWeUaU\ cUiWic. He Vaid WhaW RfWeQ 
ZheQ Ze cRPSaUe SReWU\ WR, Va\, ChaUlie PaUkeU, \RX ZRXld haYe a cUiWic iQ Whe ​NeZ YoUk TimeV ​ Va\iQg µHRZ 
caQ \RX cRPSaUe Whe XQcRQWURlled bRPbaVW Rf WhiV SReWU\ ZiWh Whe abVWUacW SUeciViRQ Rf ChaUlie PaUkeU?¶, aQd Whe 
RQl\ UeVSRQVe Whe\ had ZaV µShXW XS, WhiWe\¶. TR Pe WhiV ZaV QRW a legiWiPaWe UeVSRQVe. If \RX Va\ µBlack 
ciQePa¶, ZhaW dR \RX PeaQ b\ WhaW? WhaW aUe Whe cRQVWiWXeQW cRPSRQeQWV Rf WhiV aSSaUaWXV WhaW Ze WeUP 
µciQePa¶, aQd WheQ hRZ dR Black SeRSle cRPe iQWR Sla\? OQe aVSecW Rf WhiV idea ZaV WhaW iW ZaVQ¶W eQRXgh fRU 
Black SeRSle WR Pake WheVe PRYieV RU fRU WheP WR feaWXUe Black acWRUV aQd QaUUaWiYeV. OQ a PRUe SURfRXQd, 
deeSeU, VWUXcWXUal leYel, Whe PediXP had WR be iQ VRPe Za\V cRPPeQVXUaWe RU cRQViVWeQW ZiWh Whe ZRUldYieZ Rf 
Black SeRSle, Black beiQg. TR WhaW eQd, I WhRXghW a lRW abRXW PXVic. MXVic iV WhiV aUea iQ Zhich Black SeRSle 
haYe aQ iQcUedible aPRXQW Rf cXlWXUal cRQfideQce. 

NaP JXQe Paik, Whe gRdfaWheU Rf YideR aUW, Vaid WhaW µWhe cXlWXUe WhaW¶V gRiQg WR VXUYiYe iQ Whe fXWXUe iV Whe 
cXlWXUe \RX caQ caUU\ aURXQd iQ \RXU head¶, aQd I alZa\V felW like Whe Middle PaVVage ZaV a SURfRXQd e[aPSle 
Rf WhaW. If \RX lRRk aW AfUicaQ APeUicaQ cXlWXUe, Whe SlaceV iQ Zhich Ze¶Ue VXSeU VWURQg aQd haYe a lRW Rf 
cRQfideQce aUe WhRVe aUeaV iQ Zhich RXU cXlWXUal WUadiWiRQV cRXld be caUUied iQ RXU bRdieV. The iQcUedibl\ Uich 
WUadiWiRQV Rf aUchiWecWXUe, SaiQWiQg aQd VcXlSWXUe WeQded WR eURde iQ Whe Middle PaVVage, aQd, b\ e[WeQViRQ, iQ 
RXU e[SeUieQceV afWeU Whe Middle PaVVage. HRZeYeU, Whe SlaceV ZheUe Ze¶Ue VWURQg ± RUaWRUical Pedia, PXVic, 
daQce ± WhRVe aUe Whe WhiQgV WhaW Ze caUU\ iQ RXU QeUYRXV V\VWeP. ThRVe aUe Whe VSaceV ZheUe RXU e[SUeVViYe 
WUadiWiRQV aQd RXU cXlWXUal aUWefacWV aUe bRXQd XS ZiWh Whe e[SeUieQceV WhaW Ze¶Ye had heUe iQ Whe APeUicaV, Whe 
cXlWXUal cRQWe[W WhaW Ze caPe fURP RUigiQall\ iQ AfUica, aQd iQ VRPe Za\V ZheUe Ze iPagiQe RXUVelYeV WR be 
gRiQg. 
 
MXVic iV WhiV YeU\ SUiYileged aUWefacW iQ RXU cRPPXQiW\, VR iW VeePed like Whe beVW Slace WR VWaUW iQ WeUPV Rf 
WhiQkiQg abRXW ceUWaiQ SRVVibiliWieV Rf Black ciQePa. The idea Rf Black ViVXal IQWRQaWiRQ alVR caPe RXW Rf a 
deViUe WR be PRYed PRUe SRZeUfXll\ b\ Whe WhiQgV WhaW I lRYe, Zhich iV ciQePa iQ WhiV iQVWaQce. I Vaid, YeU\ 
iPPediaWel\: µWhaW PakeV Black PXVic ​Black​ PXVic? WhaW PakeV iW behaYe Whe Za\ iW behaYeV?¶ ThaW led WR a 
fRUPal aQal\ViV Rf iW. MRVW WeVWeUQ PXVic XVeV a diaWRQic Vcale: dR Ue Pi fa VRl la Wi dR. A lRW Rf QRQ-WeVWeUQ 
PXVic XVeV ZhaW¶V called jXVW iQWRQaWiRQ, RU Whe\ XVe QRWeV WhaW fall iQ beWZeeQ WhRVe QRWeV, Zhich iQVide Rf a 
WeVWeUQ WRQal V\VWeP aUe QRW cRQVideUed legiWiPaWe QRWeV. IW¶V QRW like WheVe QRWeV dRQ¶W e[iVW, iW¶V jXVW WhaW fRU 
ZhaWeYeU UeaVRQ, WhRVe QRWeV ZeUe cRQVideUed iQaSSURSUiaWe. WhaW \RX Vee iQ a lRW Rf Black PXVic iV a WeQdeQc\ 
WR µZRUU\¶ Whe QRWe. The QRWaWiRQal V\VWeP caQQRW accRXQW fRU eYeU\WhiQg WhaW¶V Sh\Vicall\ haSSeQiQg iQ Whe 
PXVic WhaW Pade iW ZRUk iQ Ueal WiPe. Black SeRSle WeQd WR cUeaWe QRWeV WhaW aUe iQheUeQWl\ VePi-VWable VRQic 
SheQRPeQa. TheUe¶V QR VXch WhiQg aV a SXUe A-VhaUS RU B-flaW. IW¶V acWXall\ alZa\V YibUaWiQg. VibUaWiRQ iV Whe 
baViV Rf Whe idea Rf Black ViVXal IQWRQaWiRQ. I¶Ye beeQ deYelRSiQg a V\VWeP ZheUeb\ \RX caQ Wake PRWiRQ iQ 
ciQePa aQd PaQiSXlaWe iW iQ accRUdaQce ZiWh WheVe cXlWXUal SUeVXSSRViWiRQV Rf Black YRcal iQWRQaWiRQ. 
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TKLV LGHD WLHV LQ ZLWK ZKDW JHDQ RRXFK ZRXOG RIWHQ WHOO PH: ŕHRZ FDQb
ZH PDNH ILOP WKDW PRYHV DV PXFK DV PXVLF?Ŗ CRXOG \RX JLYH VRPHb
FRQFUHWH H[DPSOHV RI ZKDW \RXŖYH EHHQ H[SODLQLQJ VR EHDXWLIXOO\?b

 
IW haV Wo do ZiWh a ceUWain kind of conWe[WXal diVVonance. When \oX Slace a Whing in a conWe[W WhaW didn¶W 
geneUaWe iW, WheUe¶V a ZeiUd VliSSage oU diVVonance WhaW haSSenV, a ceUWain moYemenW. IW¶V almoVW aV WhoXgh Whe 
Whing iVn¶W VeWWled in Whe VSace WhaW iW¶V in. In Whe SaVW, I¶Ye Walked aboXW hoZ Whe Black bod\ in WhiWe VSace iV 
WhiV SUofoXnd momenW in Whe WeVW, Zhen WhiV effecW, WhiV VhiYeUing, WhiV WUoXbled VWaViV kind of haSSenV. When 
AfUican aUW came Wo Whe WeVW, iW cUeaWed a SUofoXnd Ue-comSoVing of ideaV of hoZ \oX bXild imageU\, VSace and 
Wime. CXbiVm came diUecWl\ oXW of an aSSUehenVion of AfUican aUWefacWV, and iW ZaV DXchamS Zho UealiVed WhaW a 
loW of Whe SoZeU of WheVe WhingV came fUom conWe[WXal diVVonance. AfUican aUWefacWV, Zhich aUe in a VenVe 
VWand-inV foU Black bodieV in WhiWe VSaceV, ZeUe SUodXcing WhiV eneUg\. DXchamS WUied Wo figXUe oXW hoZ Wo 
UeSlicaWe WhaW eneUg\, and  ZhaW he came XS ZiWh ZaV Whe XUinal. FoU me, Whe XUinal fXncWionV aV a diVSlaced 
Black bod\ in VSace. 
 
TheUe¶V a book called DU\longVo b\ John GZalWne\, Zhich iV an oUal SoUWUaiW of Black AmeUica dXUing Whe 
1980V, and baVed aUoXnd incUedibl\ fUank WeVWimonialV. In Whe inWUodXcWion, GZalWne\ VWaWeV hoZ he WhinkV one 
of Whe UeaVonV he ZaV able Wo eliciW VXch oSen conYeUVaWionV fUom SeoSle ZaV Whe facW WhaW he ZaV blind, Vo Zhen 
he ZaV inWeUYieZing Whem, he coXldn¶W Vee Whem. ThiV connecWV Wo m\ film, DUeamV AUe ColdeU Whan DeaWh, 



	

	

	 	

ZKLcK ZaV aQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR WHVW WKLV LdHa. II \RX SRLQW a caPHUa aW a BOacN SHUVRQ, RQ a SV\cKRaQaO\WLcaO OHYHO 
LW IXQcWLRQV aV a WKLWH Ja]H. IW WKHUHIRUH WULJJHUV a ZKROH VHW RI VXUYLYaO PRdaOLWLHV WKaW BOacN APHULcaQV KaYH. 
IW dRHVQ¶W PaWWHU LI a BOacN SHUVRQ LV bHKLQd WKH caPHUa RU QRW, bHcaXVH WKH caPHUa LWVHOI IXQcWLRQV aV aQ 
LQVWUXPHQW RI WKH WKLWH Ja]H. IQ RWKHU ZRUdV, LW¶V UHcRUdLQJ HYLdHQcH RI SHRSOH VSHaNLQJ; KHQcH WKHUH aUH cHUWaLQ 
WKLQJV \RX caQ Va\, cHUWaLQ WKLQJV \RX caQ¶W Va\. TKH cHQWUaO VWUXcWXUaO WURSH RI DUHaPV caPH RXW RI a dHVLUH QRW 
WR SRLQW caPHUaV aW SHRSOH, VR LQ WKH ILOP \RX QHYHU VHH aQ\bRd\ acWXaOO\ WaONLQJ. YRX KHaU WKHP, bXW \RX dRQ¶W 
VHH WKHP WaONLQJ. EYHQ WKRXJK LW cRPHV RXW RI WKHVH VSHcLILc LdHaV WKaW I¶P WaONLQJ abRXW, LW¶V aOVR cRPSOHWHO\ 
bRXQd XS ZLWK WKLV RULJLQaO LdHa RI dLVMXQcWLRQ, dLVVRQaQcH, WKLQJV bHLQJ SXW LQ SOacHV WKaW WKH\¶UH QRW VXSSRVHd 
WR bH, WKLQJV QRW aUULYLQJ ZKHUH WKH\¶UH VXSSRVHd WR aUULYH aW. TKHUH¶V a cHUWaLQ NLQd RI SRZHU WKaW KaSSHQV ZKHQ 
VRXQd aQd LPaJH aUH LQ a cRQWLQJHQW UHOaWLRQVKLS aV RSSRVHd WR a IL[Hd UHOaWLRQVKLS. 

 
 
 
CDQ ZH WDON DERXW \RXU PRVW UHFHQW ILOP, /RYH LV WKH 0HVVDJH, WKHb
0HVVDJH LV 'HDWK?bb

 
TKH WLWOH LV a cRQIOaWLRQ RI WZR WKLQJV. OQ WKH RQH KaQd, LW¶V a cRQIOaWLRQ RI WKLV VRQJ, µLRYH IV WKH MHVVaJH¶, 
ZKLcK LV a KRXVH PXVLc aQWKHP b\ MFSB (MRWKHUV FaWKHUV SLVWHUV BURWKHUV), aQd a VWRU\ b\ JaPHV TLSWUHH, ZKR 
ZaV UHaOO\ a ZRPaQ: AOLcH SKHOdRQ. I OLNH WR Va\ VKH ZaV WKH JLPL HHQdUL[ RI VcLHQcH ILcWLRQ, bHcaXVH LQ WKH 
HaUO\ ¶70V, ZKHQ JaPHV TLSWUHH¶V ILUVW VWRULHV aSSHaUHd, LW MXVW URcNHd HYHU\bRd\, bXW QRbRd\ NQHZ KHU. SKH 
ZURWH a VWRU\ caOOHd µLRYH LV WKH POaQ, WKH POaQ LV DHaWK¶, aQd LQ P\ PLQd, I HQMR\Hd cROOaSVLQJ WKRVH WZR 
WRJHWKHU. TKH VWRU\ LWVHOI LV WROd IURP WKH SHUVSHcWLYH RI a PaOH PHPbHU RI aQ aOLHQ VSHcLHV, ZKR, ZKLOH IXOILOOLQJ 
KLV cXOWXUaO SUHURJaWLYH, LV cRQVXPHd b\ KLV SURJHQ\. HH JHWV HaWHQ aW WKH HQd RI WKH VWRU\. TKH WLWOH LV WKHUHIRUH 
bRXQd XS ZLWK cHUWaLQ LdHaV I KaYH aURXQd VacULILcH. II \RX WKLQN RI MaUWLQ LXWKHU KLQJ, SHRSOH WUHaW KLV dHaWK aV 
LI LW ZaV aQ accLdHQW; WKH\ dRQ¶W cRQWHQd ZLWK WKH dHJUHH WR ZKLcK KH NQHZ LW ZaV OLNHO\ KH ZaV JRLQJ WR dLH. HH 
PadH a SURIRXQd VacULILcH. I¶P YHU\ cXULRXV abRXW WKLV LdHa RI ZKaW LW PHaQV WR VacULILcH RQHVHOI WR a QRWLRQ, WR 
aQ LdHa, SaUWLcXOaUO\ ZKHQ WKaW LdHa LV bRXQd XS ZLWK BOacN SHRSOH¶V VXUYLYaO. 
 
AQRWKHU bRRN WKaW¶V Kad a SURIRXQd LPSacW RQ PH LV WKH HaJaNXUH, WKH BLbOH RI WKH VaPXUaL. TKH HaJaNXUH 
cRPHV dRZQ WR RQH WKLQJ: µWKH Za\ RI WKH VaPXUaL LV WKH Za\ RI dHaWK¶. WKaW WKLV PHaQV LV WKaW VaPXUaLV 
SUacWLcH, aV a cRQcHSWXaO H[HUcLVH, WKH LPaJLQLQJ RI WKHPVHOYHV aV OLYLQJ cRUSVHV. IQ RWKHU ZRUdV, WKH\ WKLQN RI 
WKHPVHOYHV aV bHLQJ dHad. TKLV ZKROH LdHa RI adRSWLQJ a SRVWXUH WKaW¶V HVVHQWLaOO\ RQH RI dHaWK LV VRPHWKLQJ WKaW 
I VHH LQ BOacN cXOWXUH a ORW. FRU H[aPSOH, ZKHQ BOacN SHRSOH Va\, µBH cRRO¶, WKLV LV a Za\ RI Va\LQJ µSUHWHQd WR 
bH dHad VR WKaW WKH IRUcHV WKaW aUH WU\LQJ WR dHVWUR\ \RX ZLOO aVVXPH WKaW WKH\¶YH aOUHad\ acKLHYHd WKHLU JRaO¶. TR 
PH, WKaW¶V ZKaW bHLQJ cRRO LV. IW¶V ULJRU PRUWLV. WKHQ RRdQH\ KLQJ Kad WZHOYH cRSV bHaWLQJ KLP, WKH\ ZHUH 
aVNHd, µWHOO, ZK\ dLd \RX NHHS bHaWLQJ KLP?¶ BHcaXVH KH ZRXOdQ¶W bH cRRO. HH ZRXOdQ¶W OLH dRZQ OLNH KH ZaV 
dHad. 
 
EYHQ LQ LWV WLWOH, WKHQ, LRYH IV WKH MHVVaJH, WKH MHVVaJH IV DHaWK, LV bRXQd XS ZLWK WKHVH cRPSOLcaWHd LdHaV 
aURXQd ZKaW LW PHaQV WR bH aOLYH aQd WR QRW bH aOLYH aW WKH VaPH WLPH, aV a Za\ RI cRQWLQXLQJ WR bH aOLYH, aQd 
ZKaW NLQd RI c\cOH LV SURdXcHd b\ WKaW. I ZaV VHHLQJ WKLV UHaOO\ aPa]LQJ IRRWaJH WKaW¶V cRPLQJ XS PRUH aQd 
PRUH QRZ RQ YRXTXbH aV BOacN SHRSOH VWaUW WR dRcXPHQW abXVH. WLWK SKRQH caPHUaV \RX LQcUHaVLQJO\ VWaUW WR 



	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Vee Whe iQVaQiW\ Rf iW beiQg dRcXmeQWed. I cRXld make a fiYe-hRXU lRQg YeUViRQ Rf Whe film if I ZaQWed WR. FRU me, 
LRYe iV Whe MeVVage iV abRXW WU\iQg WR Ue-VeQViWiVe SeRSle WR Whe fRRWage WhaW Ze¶Ue VeeiQg all Whe Wime. OQ Whe 
RWheU haQd, iW¶V alVR addUeVViQg Black SeRSle diUecWl\. IW¶V Va\iQg, µYR, keeS mRYiQg fRUZaUd; Whe\ kQRcked XV 
dRZQ, Ze WXUQ WhaW VhiW iQWR aQ aUW fRUm. The\ hiW XV iQ Whe Vide Rf Whe head, Ze WXUQ WhaW VhiW iQWR aQ aUW fRUm.¶ 
We caQ¶W VWRS RXUVelYeV fURm beiQg iQjXUed, bXW Ze caQ iQ a VeQVe deflecW Whe VRUW Rf iQVXlW WhaW¶V added WR Whe 
iQjXU\. 
 

 
b

<RX PHQWLRQHG DW WKH EHJLQQLQJ WKDW VLQFH \RXU FKLOGKRRG \RX PDGHb
SKRWRERRNV, DQG RI FRXUVH, IURP 1990 WR 2007, LW KDSSHQHG YHU\b
LQWHQVHO\ DQG LQ D VSHFLILF ZD\. &RXOG \RX WHOO XV DERXW WKLV PHWKRG"b b

 
AfWeU fiQiVhiQg Whe film DaXghWeUV Rf Whe DXVW, Ze¶d cRllaWed a bXQch Rf imageV iQfRUmiQg Whe VW\le aQd hRZ Ze 
ZaQWed Whe film WR lRRk. I¶d alZa\V SXW Whe SicWXUeV iQ beWZeeQ Whe VleeYeV Rf a SRUWfRliR, aQd I¶d fliS WhURXgh 
Whem aQd VhRZ Whem WR SeRSle. AW Whe eQd Rf Whe film, m\ fUieQd DaQa, Whe cRVWXme miVWUeVV, gaYe me a ShRWR 
albXm WhaW had WhRVe Seel-aZa\ SageV. I UealiVed iW cRXld be a UeYRlXWiRQ UighW heUe ZiWh WhiV liWWle ShRWR albXm. I 
ZeQW RQ a RQe-mRQWh Uage Rf jXVW cXWWiQg eYeU\WhiQg I had. I UemembeU aW a ceUWaiQ SRiQW I VWaUWed cXWWiQg 
cRffee-Wable bRRkV. TheUe¶V a bRRk called IQWeUSUeWaWiRQV Rf AfUicaQ AUW, RU VRmeWhiQg WR WhaW effecW. TheUe ZeUe 
WZR imageV iQ WheUe WhaW I ZaV RbVeVVed ZiWh, Zhich WR WhiV da\ I¶m VWill RbVeVVed ZiWh. I ZaV fliSSiQg WhURXgh 
Whe bRRk aQd I jXVW Vaid, µOh, fXck iW!¶ I WRRk m\ X-AcWR aQd jXVW VWaUWed cXWWiQg Whe bRRk XS. 
 
AffecWiYe SUR[imiW\ iV a WhiQg WhaW haSSeQV ZheQ WZR WhiQgV cRme WRgeWheU. CeUWaiQ WhiQgV Veek WR be Qe[W WR 
RWheU WhiQgV. WheQ I ZRXld fliS WhURXgh WheVe bRRkV, I ZRXld Vee aQ image, Zhich ZaV demaQdiQg WR be 



	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

ePaQcLSaWed fURP Whe cRQWe[W LQ ZhLch LW fRXQd LWVeOf aQd SOaced Qe[W WR ZheUe LW ZaV VXSSRVed WR gR. IW ZaV 
OLNe Whe OeY\ bURNe aQd I MXVW VWaUWed cXWWLQg eYeU\WhLQg XS. IW¶V a NLQd Rf RUdeULQg RU WhLQgV ePeUgLQg aQd 
dePaQdLQg WR be WhePVeOYeV. IW¶V aV Lf WheUe¶V a OaWeQW SRWeQWLaOLW\ LQ WhLQgV. BOacN SeRSOe¶V UeOaWLRQVhLS WR 
SRWeQWLaOLW\ LV UeaOO\ LQcUedLbOe. I haYe WhLV WeUP: µBOacN SRWeQWLRQ¶. IQVLde Rf BOacN beLQg, LQVLde Rf Whe OLYeV aQd 
Whe cRQWLQXLW\ Rf BOacN fRONV LQ APeULca, WheUe e[LVWV a PeWa WURSe WhaW¶V WR dR ZLWh aQ XQUeaOLVed caSacLW\. FRU 
eYeU\ MLchaeO JRUdaQ, aOPRVW eYeU\bRd\ caQ WeOO \RX WeQ SeRSOe ZhR ZRXOd ZLSe hLV aVV RQ Whe baVNeWbaOO fORRU. 
IW¶V Whe VaPe WhLQg ZLWh VLQgeUV. FRU eYeU\ AUeWha FUaQNOLQ, WheUe¶V WZeQW\ SeRSOe LQ chXUcheV ZhR ZRXOd haYe 
eaWeQ heU aOLYe. 

 
 
 
$V ZHOO DV PXVLF, , DOVR ZDQWHG WR WDON DERXW DUFKLWHFWXUH, ZLWK ZKLFKb
\RX EHJDQ \RXU FDUHHU, EXW \RX GHFLGHG QRW WR SXUVXH. &DQ \RX WHOO XVb
D ELW DERXW WKLV WUDQVLWLRQ IURP DUFKLWHFWXUH, EHFRPLQJ D FRQFHSWXDOLVWb
DQG WDNLQJ DQ LQWHUHVW LQ LPPDWHULDO WKLQJV?b

 
BOacN SeRSOe beLQg hXPaQ beLQgV ZaV a bLg cRQceSWXaO SURMecW. The SXbOLVheU PaXO CRaWeV RQce VaLd WhaW 
eQVOaYed BOacN SeRSOe had WR ZRUN fURP VXQXS WR VXQdRZQ. TheUe ZaV QR PRPeQW WR haYe a bUeaN. WheQ Whe 
VXQ haV gRQe dRQe, WheUe ZaV WhLV bULef PRPeQW befRUe \RX had WR feed \RXUVeOf, WaNe caUe Rf ZhaWeYeU \RX had 
WR WaNe caUe Rf, aQd WheQ \RX had WR geW WR VOeeS. IW ZaV OLfe RU deaWh geWWLQg WR VOeeS. TheUe ZaV QR PeVVLQg 
aURXQd. YRX had WR geW WR VOeeS. He aVNed, µWhaW dLd Whe\ dR LQ WhaW PRPeQW?¶, WhaW PRPeQW LQ beWZeeQ 
fLQLVhLQg ZRUN aQd haYLQg WR geW WR VOeeS. He VaLd, µThe\ LPagLQed XV.¶ TR Pe, WhaW¶V a SURfRXQd cRQceSWXaO 
PRPeQW, WhaW eQVOaYed BOacN SeRSOe LPagLQed ZhR Ze aUe. The\ LPagLQed Pe VLWWLQg heUe aW a PLcURShRQe 
haYLQg a cRQYeUVaWLRQ ZLWh a EXURSeaQ abRXW a bRRN. ThaW¶V a hXge cRQceSWXaO OeaS. WheQ I Va\ I¶P a 
cRQceSWXaOLVW, LQ a VeQVe LW¶V a VRUW Rf a MRNe. YRX NQRZ, a dead BOacN SeUVRQ, cRQceSWXaOO\, LV aOLYe. IW¶V a 
SV\chLc OeaS. IW¶V a OeaS RXW Rf aUUeVWed SRWeQWLaOLW\ LQWR a NLQd Rf acWXaOLVaWLRQ. 
 
I¶P YeU\ LQWeUeVWed LQ cRQgUegaWLRQ. I¶P LQWeUeVWed LQ aOO Whe Za\V LQ ZhLch ZheQ BOacN SeRSOe ZRUN WRgeWheU 
Ze haYe WR ZRUN RXWVLde Whe gLYeQ WURSeV Rf LQWeUacWLRQ ± a BOacN VRcLaOLW\. PeRSOe RfWeQ Va\ WhaW µWe caQ¶W haYe 
egRV. We¶Ye gRW WR ZRUN WRgeWheU. We¶Ye gRW WR be a cROOecWLYe.¶ I dRQ¶W beOLeYe LQ WhaW. I dRQ¶W beOLeYe Ze caQ¶W 
haYe egRV. If Ze ORRN aW RXU WUadLWLRQV, fRU e[aPSOe hLS-hRS, \RX cRXOdQ¶W haYe PRUe egRV RSeUaWLQg LQ Whe VaPe 
VSace. IW¶V egR-dULYeQ, bXW ZheQ ZaV Whe OaVW WLPe \RX VaZ a hLS-hRS UecRUd ZheUe RQe SeUVRQ ZaV UaSSLQg RQ 
LW? NeYeU. OXU UeOaWLRQVhLS WR egR aQd ZRUNLQg WRgeWheU LV dLffeUeQW. We haYe WR ZRUN WRZaUdV WhaW. 
 
I Pade a SLece caOOed APEX, ZhLch caPe aV a UeVXOW Rf VWRSSLQg PaNLQg Sh\VLcaO bRRNV, ZheQ WhLV ZhROe 
SUacWLce Rf RUgaQLVLQg LPageV baVLcaOO\ PLgUaWed WR P\ cRPSXWeU. I had WhLV fLOe caOOed APEX WhaW I ZaV MXVW 
RbVeVVLYeO\ caOLbUaWLQg, SXWWLQg QeZ LPageV LQ, chaQgLQg Whe RUdeU, cRORXU-cRUUecWLQg WheP. TheQ RQe QLghW, 
MaOLN HaVVaQ Sa\eed aQd KahOLO JRVeSh caOOed Pe aQd aVNed Pe WR cRPe RXW WR Whe VWXdLR. I ZeQW WheUe aQd 
ZhaW Whe\¶d dRQe ZaV WaNeQ WhaW fLOe, APEX, aQd SXW LW RQ a WLPeOLQe, ZhLch ZaV YeU\ VWUaQge. IW¶V VWUaQge WR be 
Whe PaVWeU Rf a XQLYeUVe, Whe dXQgeRQ PaVWeU, aQd haYe VRPebRd\ WaNe \RXU VhLW aQd dR VRPeWhLQg eOVe ZLWh LW 
WhaW VeePV SeUfecWO\ ORgLcaO afWeU LW¶V dRQe, bXW LW MXVW QeYeU RccXUUed WR \RX WR dR LW. ThLV LV ZhaW I caOO SaVVLQg 
bacN aQd fRUWh beWZeeQ RQe aQRWheU. I¶P UeaOO\ LQYeVWed LQ WhLV Ldea. 
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7KLV LV DOVR SDUW RI \RXU SUDFWLFH, ZRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU ZLWK ORWV RIb
GLIIHUHQW SHRSOH, IRU H[DPSOH WKH VWUXFWXUH RI 7NEG. CRXOG \RXb
HODERUDWH RQ WKLV?b

 
TNEG gUeZ RXW Rf P\ SaUWQeUVhiS ZiWh MaOiN HaVVaQ Sa\eed ZiWh cXUaWRU EOiVVa BORXQW-MRRUhead, Whe fRUPeU 
ZhRP I PeW RQ Whe VeW Rf MaOcROP X.  MaOiN ZaV Whe fiUVW SeUVRQ I eYeU PeW ZhR heaUd Pe iQ a ceUWaiQ NiQd Rf 
Za\. GUeg TaWe aOZa\V heaUd Pe, bXW he¶V QRW a fiOPPaNeU. MaOiN ZaV Whe fiUVW fiOPPaNeU ZhR WUXO\ heaUd Pe. 
ThiV gReV bacN WR Whe PaXO CRaWeV WhiQg. If \RX haYe WhaW PRPeQW ZheQ he Vaid, µThe\ iPagiQed XV¶, \RX caQ¶W 
iPagiQe WhiQgV b\ \RXUVeOf. YRX iPagiQe WhiQgV iQ e[chaQge ZiWh SeRSOe. If \RX Va\, µI¶P WhiV¶, VRPebRd\ 
VhRXOd ORRN aW \RX aQd heaU \RX Va\ WhaW aQd WheQ affiUP iW. IQ a VeQVe, I WhiQN TNEG iQiWiaOO\ gUeZ RXW Rf a NiQd 
Rf feedbacN ORRS WhaW MaOiN aQd I had aURXQd WhiV idea Rf Whe Za\ fRUZaUd fRU ciQePa, fRU BOacN ciQePa fiUVW Rf 
aOO bXW ciQePa SeUiRd: hRZ dR Ze cRQcUeWeO\ fROd iQ Whe cXOWXUaO, e[SUeVViYe aQd VSiUiWXaO iPSeUaWiYeV Rf BOacN 
SeRSOe iQWR WhiV SaUWicXOaU aSSaUaWXV Rf ciQePa? TNEG gUeZ diUecWO\ RXW Rf RXU e[chaQge, Zhich iV bRWh 
aeVWheWic aQd WechQicaO. We ZeUe gRiQg iQ a ciUcOe fRU a ORQg WiPe aQd Ze aOZa\V NQeZ Ze Qeeded a WhiUd 
SaUWQeU. AQd WheQ EOiVVa BORXQW MRRUhead VRUW Rf haSSeQed. EYeU\WhiQg iV WRWaOO\ bRXQd XS ZiWh haYiQg 
achieYed WhiV WUiad. 
 
EOiVVa aQd I jXVW gaYe a WaON aW CUeaWiYe TiPeV¶ SXPPiW, aQd RQe WhiQg I UeWXUQed WR ZaV WhiV idea WhaW Ze¶Ue QRW 
WU\iQg WR be geQiXVeV. We¶Ue QRW WU\iQg WR PaNe PaVWeUSieceV; Ze¶Ue WU\iQg WR PaNe cRQYeUVaWiRQ SieceV. We 
dRQ¶W eYeQ ZaQW WR be SURdXceUV; Ze ZaQW WR gR bacN WR beiQg a WhiQg. B\ a WhiQg, I PeaQ Ze ZaQW WR be 
ePaQaWiRQV Rf cXOWXUe. We ZaQW WR be acWXaO SheQRPeQa. WhaW haSSeQV ZheQ Whe BOacN SheQRPeQRQ PaQifeVWV 



	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

itself in cinema? That¶s Zhat I think Ze¶re tr\ing to get at. It doesn¶t mean Ze don¶t have egos or a sense of our 
oZn individual destinies, but I think collectivel\ Ze¶ve come to understand that in ever\ instance in Zhich 
transformative art happens, it¶s never individuals. It alZa\s happens in discourse, in relation, in e[change. 
 

 
b

<HVWHUGD\, DV SDUW RI WKH AUW BDVHO MLDPL FRQYHUVDWLRQ I GLG ZLWKb
CODXGLD RDQNLQH DQG GOHQQ LLJRQ, CODXGLD WDONHG DERXW KHU RDFLDOb
IPDJLQDU\ IQVWLWXWH DQG WKH QHFHVVLW\ RI FUHDWLQJ D IHHGEDFN ORRS, RIb
FUHDWLQJ D VHOI-RUJDQLVHG VWUXFWXUH. SKH DOVR WDONHG DERXW ZKDW VKHb
FDOOV D VWDWH RI HPHUJHQF\. TRQL MRUULVRQ VDLG, ŕTKLV LV SUHFLVHO\ WKHb
WLPH ZKHQ DUWLVWV JR WR ZRUNŖ, DQG CODXGLD SUHVHQWHG D NLQG RIb
PDQLIHVWR IRU ZRUNLQJ. HRZ GR \RX VHH WKDW FXUUHQW VWDWH RIb
HPHUJHQF\ DQG WKH LGHD RI D PDQLIHVWR?b

 
This refers back to that problem of the ga]e. I had a Yoruba reading done about Zho I Zas, m\ personalit\, and 
Zhat I Zas here to do. The babalaZo told me, µYou¶re a specialist. Meaning that inside of the continuum, \ou 
Zere put here to do a ver\ specific kind of thing.¶ There¶s this great m\th of the griot that I like to cite. In the 
African tradition, the m\th of the griot goes something like this. There Zere tZo brothers Zho Zere taking a 
long vo\age, an epic quest that had left them e[hausted and the\ Zere about to return home. One of the brothers 
Zas a little stronger than the other, and the brother Zho Zas a little Zeaker realised he didn¶t have enough 
energ\ to make it home. He told his stronger brother, µYou keep going. I¶ll catch up Zith \ou later.¶ The 
stronger brother kept Zalking, and the brother Zho Zas Zeaker, he laid on the side of the road to die. The 
brother Zho had Zalked forZard at a certain point felt bad. He came back and saZ his brother l\ing on the side 



	

	

	

of Whe Uoad. He kneZ ZhaW ZaV haSSening, Vo ZhaW he did ZaV VWoS, Wook a knife, and cXW hiV calf off. He Wook 
hiV calf and he SXW iW oYeU Whe fiUe and cooked iW XS. Then he ZenW back Wo hiV bUoWheU Zho ZaV l\ing doZn Wo die 
and Vaid, µHe\, look ZhaW I foXnd. I foXnd food. YoX can eaW. YoX can eaW and \oX can geW \oXU VWUengWh back.¶ 
So Whe d\ing man XnknoZingl\ aWe hiV bUoWheU¶V calf, Uegained hiV VWUengWh and Whe\ UeWXUned Wo Whe Yillage. 
EYeU\bod\ ZaV haSS\ Wo Vee Whem, bXW Zhen Whe SeoSle UealiVed ZhaW had haSSened Whe\ Uan aZa\ in hoUUoU. 
The bUoWheU Zho had XnknoZingl\ eaWen hiV bUoWheU¶V fleVh UealiVed ZhaW had haSSened Zhen he looked doZn 
and VaZ hiV bUoWheU¶V leg bleeding. He Vaid, µFUom WhiV momenW onZaUd, m\ VonV and m\ daXghWeUV Zill Ving 
Whe SUaiVeV of \oXU VonV and \oXU daXghWeUV. And WheiU VonV and WheiU daXghWeUV Zill Ving Whe SUaiVeV of WheiU 
VonV and WheiU daXghWeUV.¶ ThiV goeV b\ Za\ of e[Slaining VomeWhing aboXW WhiV VSecialiVW claVV WhaW I call 
µgUioWV¶, oU \oX coXld Va\ µaUWiVWV¶. GUioWV feed on Whe fleVh of Whe SeoSle, Vo Zhen gUioWV die in WUadiWional 
conWe[WV, Whe\ don¶W bXU\ Whem ZiWh eYeU\bod\ elVe. The\ SXW WheiU bodieV in WUeeV and leW Whe maggoWV eaW Whem. 
ThiV iV becaXVe gUioWV haYe WhiV comSlicaWed UelaWionVhiS Wo Whe commXniW\ aW laUge. The\ docXmenW ZhaW 
haSSenV, bXW Whe\¶Ue alVo bloodVXckeUV, becaXVe Whe\ feed on Whe fleVh of Whe SeoSle. When I VaZ m\ bUoWheU 
cUaVh hiV bic\cle WhUoXgh a SlaWe of glaVV and cXW hiV leg, ZiWh ZhiWe fleVh oSen, I VWaUed aW iW. I alVo ZenW Wo geW 
helS, bXW WheUe¶V a SaUW of me WhaW¶V alZa\V aboXW WeVWimon\ and beaUing ZiWneVV Wo ZhaW haSSenV. FoU me, WhiV iV 
boXnd XS in WhiV idea: I Whink Ze haYe Wo SUoWeVW, I Whink Ze haYe Wo maUch, bXW I¶m alVo YeU\ comfoUWable WhaW I 
ZoUk in Whe lane WhaW I¶m in. When TUXmS ZaV elecWed, I didn¶W feel an\ SaUWicXlaU Za\ aboXW iW. I mean, iW¶V Vad. 
The SeoSle of oXU commXniWieV Zho aUe Whe moVW SUecaUioXV aUe SUobabl\ going Wo beaU Whe bUXnW of iW, bXW Whe 
UealiW\ iV, XndeU a Black SUeVidenW foU Whe laVW eighW \eaUV, Whe\¶Ye been killing Black SeoSle like Ze¶Ue dogV. I 
neYeU goW Vo Uiled XS aboXW iW, becaXVe foU me, iW¶V all in life. ThiV Zhole idea WhaW Ze¶Ue going Wo deVWUo\ life on 
EaUWh, Ze¶Ue going Wo make genocide on naWXUe, Ze¶Ue going Wo make EaUWh XnliYeable: life iVn¶W going 
an\ZheUe. PeoSle ma\ go VomeZheUe, bXW life iVn¶W going noZheUe. HXmankind can e[WingXiVh iWVelf. TheUe Zill 
VWill be life. 
 
I¶m a VSecialiVW. I look becaXVe I¶m a VSecialiVW. I haYe an image of Zalking Whe boaUdZalk and Veeing a boaW 
ZiWh a bXnch of Black SeoSle in chainV. ThiV iV an e[SeUience I haYe a loW. I haYe iW in Whe aUW ZoUld. I look oYeU 
and I Whink, µHoZ come me and noW WhaW SeUVon? HoZ am I geWWing all WheVe adYanWageV and oSSoUWXniWieV and 
noW WhaW SeUVon oYeU WheUe?¶ HoZeYeU, I don¶W geW caXghW XS in emanciSaWing WhaW boaW becaXVe WhaW¶V jXVW going 
Wo VaYe Vome SeoSle. We¶Ue WU\ing Wo VaYe eYeU\bod\. ThaW meanV Ze haYe Wo go Wo Whe coUe of Whe logic WhaW 
XndeUlieV ZhiWe VXSUemac\, SaWUiaUch\ and homoShobia. We haYe Wo fighW iW on WhaW leYel. I don¶W caUe aboXW 
manifeVWoV. I caUe aboXW ZoUking ZiWh SeoSle WhaW I caUe aboXW and loYe, and haYing a common objecWiYe, and 
WhaW objecWiYe iV Wo cUeaWe a VSace, an emanciSaWoU\ VSace foU eYeU\bod\. Black SeoSle and eYeU\bod\. 
 


