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On View: The Early Promise of Alex Katz
,Žǁ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂǀĞƌŝĐŬ�ĂƌƟƐƚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ�ŚŝƐ�ƐŝŐŶĂƚƵƌĞ�ƐƚǇůĞ

‘Bather’ from 1959. PHOTO: ALEX KATZ/VAGA, NEW YORK, NY

By Alexandra Wolfe
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³:KDW�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ�SDLQWLQJ�¿JXUDWLYHV"´�D�\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�DVNHG�$OH[�.DW]�DERXW�KLV�FDQYDVHV�IHDWXULQJ�EROG��FRORUIXO�KX-
PDQ�IRUPV�LQ��������7KDW�ZRPDQ��D�UHVHDUFK�ELRORJLVW�QDPHG�$GD��ODWHU�EHFDPH�KLV�ZLIH���%DFN�WKHQ��ZKHQ�0U��.DW]�ZDV�
LQ�KLV�PLG���V��VXFK�ZRUNV�ZHUH�D�GDULQJ�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�WKH�UHLJQLQJ�DEVWUDFW�H[SUHVVLRQLVP��³,�UHDOO\�ZDV�RXW�WKHUH�´�VD\V�
0U��.DW]��QRZ�����ZKR�DGGV�WKDW�WKH�SDLQWLQJV�³ORRN�D�ORW�EHWWHU�WR�PH�QRZ�WKDQ�WKH\�GLG�ZKHQ�,�GLG�WKHP�´

$�QHZ�H[KLELW�DW�WKH�&OHYHODQG�0XVHXP�RI�$UW��³%UDQG�1HZ�	�7HUUL¿F��$OH[�.DW]�LQ�WKH�����V�´�VKRZFDVHV�WKH�GHYHORS-
PHQW�RI�KLV�VLJQDWXUH�VW\OH��7RGD\��0U��.DW]�LV�NQRZQ�IRU�KLV�EULJKW��EROG�SRUWUDLWV�RI�SHRSOH��RIWHQ�ZLWK�P\VWHULRXV�H[SUHV-
VLRQV��%XW�LW�WRRN�D�ZKLOH�IRU�KLV�ZRUN�WR�¿QG�DQ�DXGLHQFH�

,Q�WKH�HDUO\�SDUW�RI�WKH�GHFDGH��0U��.DW]�ZDV�VWUXJJOLQJ��VD\V�FXUDWRU�0DUN�&ROH²SDLQWLQJ�KRXVHV��GRLQJ�FDUSHQWU\�DQG�
FDUYLQJ�IUDPHV�EHFDXVH�KH�FRXOGQ¶W�PDNH�D�OLYLQJ�IURP�KLV�DUWZRUN��%\�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GHFDGH��0U��.DW]�VWDUWHG�VLPSOLI\LQJ�
KLV�FRPSRVLWLRQV�DQG�FU\VWDOOL]LQJ�KLV�VW\OH��³7KURXJKRXW�WKH�GHFDGH��WKH�ELJ�GHYHORSPHQW�\RX�VHH�LV�KH�UHDOO\�IRUJHV�DQ�
LQJHQLRXV�ZD\�WR�ZHG�DEVWUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�UHFRJQL]DEOH�LPDJHU\�´�VD\V�0U��&ROH�

0DQ\�RI�WKH����SLHFHV�LQ�WKH�H[KLELW�KDYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�VKRZQ�EHIRUH��2UJDQL]HG�FKURQRORJLFDOO\��WKH\�WUDFH�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�
0U��.DW]¶V�ZRUN�IURP�SDLQWLQJV�RI�JURXS�VFHQHV�DQG�FROODJHV�WR�PRUH�PLQLPDO�FDQYDVHV�

7KH�DUWLVW�GHYHORSHG�DQRWKHU�KDELW�HDUO\�RQ��SDLQWLQJ�KLV�ZLIH��$GD��ZKR�ZRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�PRUH�WKDQ�����
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RI�KLV�ZRUNV��7ZR�LQ�WKH�VKRZ�LQFOXGH�³%DWKHU´�DQG�³$GD�LQ�D�%OXH�6ZHDWHU�´�ERWK�IURP������

0U��.DW]�FRQWLQXHV�WR�SDLQW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VW\OH�RI�WKRVH�PLGFDUHHU�DQG�ODWHU�SRUWUDLWV��(YHU\�PRUQLQJ��KH�VD\V��KH�JRHV�IRU�
D�UXQ�DQG�GRHV�����SXVK�XSV������VLW�XSV�DQG�����KDOI�VLW�XSV��+H�DQG�$GD�OLYH�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�DQG�LQ�/LQFROQYLOOH�%HDFK��
0DLQH²ZKHUH�KH�SDLQWHG�KHU�DV�³%DWKHU´�DOPRVW�VL[�GHFDGHV�DJR��,W�WDNHV�KLP�DERXW�DQ�KRXU�DQG�D�KDOI�WR�FRPSOHWH�D�
SDLQWLQJ��KH�VD\V��DQG�³VKH¶G�VLW�WKHUH�OLNH�D�VDLQW��ERUHG�RXW�KHU�PLQG�´

A. ‘Bather’ (1959, pictured above)��0U��.DW]�SDLQWHG�WKLV�SRUWUDLW�RI�$GD�WKH�\HDU�DIWHU�WKH\�JRW�PDUULHG��³7KHLU�UHOD-
WLRQVKLS�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�DUW�ZRUOG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�´�VD\V�0U��&ROH��:LWK�ZLGH�H[SDQVHV�RI�EOXH�WKDW�PHUJH�WKH�VHD�DQG�WKH�
VN\��WKLV�SDLQWLQJ�PDNHV�D�VWHS�WRZDUG�KLV�ODWHU��PRUH�UHGXFWLYH�FRPSRVLWLRQV��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�ODFN�RI�D�KRUL]RQ�OLQH��
VDYH�IRU�WKH�WKLQ�VFULP�RI�ODQG��SRLQWV�WR�KLV�HDUO\�FROODJH�ZRUNV��VD\V�0U��&ROH��ZKLFK�ZHUH�PDGH�XS�RI�DUHDV�RI�ÀDW�FRORU�
ZLWK�GLVWLQFW�HGJHV�

%��µ:LOGÀRZHUV�LQ�D�9DVH¶��������������,Q�WKH�ODWH�����V��0U��.DW]�PDGH�FROODJHV�WR�UHOD[�DIWHU�D�ORQJ�GD\�RI�SDLQWLQJ��
FXWWLQJ�XS�SLHFHV�RI�SDSHU�DQG�DVVHPEOLQJ�WKHP�LQWR�VKDSHV��-X[WDSRVLQJ�GH¿QHG�DUHDV�RI�EULJKW�FRORU�EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�KLV�
DHVWKHWLF��7KRXJK�WKH�FROODJHV�ZHUH�VPDOO��WKH\�LQÀXHQFHG�KLV�ODUJHU�FDQYDVHV��VD\V�0U��&ROH�

¶:LOGÁRZHUV�LQ�9DVH·��������������PHOTO: ALEX KATZ/VAGA, NEW YORK, NY



	

	

	
	
	
	

&��µ)RXU�3HRSOH¶��������������,Q�WKH�HDUO\�����V��0U��.DW]�RIWHQ�XVHG�SKRWRJUDSKV�DV�JXLGHV�IRU�KLV�SDLQWLQJ²DQRWK-
HU�SUDFWLFH�IURZQHG�XSRQ�E\�KLV�FRQWHPSRUDULHV��³+H�ZDV�GRLQJ�WKLV�DW�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�WKDW�ZDV�D�ELJ�QR�QR�´�VD\V�0U��&ROH��
³$UWLVWV�ZHUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�SDLQW�IURP�WKHLU�VXEFRQVFLRXV�´

7R�SDLQW�WKLV�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�IRXU�SHRSOH��0U��.DW]�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�D�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�SKRWR�ERUURZHG�IURP�D�IULHQG��7KH�
EODQN��IHDWXUHOHVV�IDFHV�DUH�W\SLFDO�RI�KLV�HDUO\�����V�VW\OH��³+H�ZDV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKH�VKDSH�PRUH�WKDQ�DQ\�H[WUDQHRXV�GH-
WDLO�´�VD\V�0U��&ROH��³2YHU�WKH�GHFDGH�KH�LQVHUWV�PRUH�H\HV�DQG�QRVHV�´

͚&ŽƵƌ�WĞŽƉůĞ͛�;ϭϵϱϯͲϭϵϱϰͿ͘�PHOTO: ALEX KATZ/VAGA, NEW YORK, NY


