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7KH PLQG DQG DUW RI FUDQFHV SWDUN
The artist's fascination with the visual and the verbal, and with looking and creating, comes�
through in an extensive show of her work at MIT's List Visual Arts Center.
DHFHPbHU 26, 2010�_ %\ LHDK OOOPDQ, SSHFLDO WR WKH LRV AQJHOHV 7LPHV

5HSRUWLQJ IURP FDPEULGJH, PDVV. ² FUDQFHV SWDUN'V ULJKW DUP LV DV JRRG D SODFH DV DQ\ WR EHJLQ WR FRQVLGHU ZKDW GULYHV WKH DUWLVW DQG ZULWHU. SKH VSRUWV 
WZR WDWWRRV WKHUH, RQH DQ RUQDWH IROLDWH SDWWHUQ EDVHG RQ D LRXLV SXOOLYDQ GUDZLQJ, LQNHG QHDU KHU VKRXOGHU ZKHQ VKH ZDV LQ FROOHJH, GXULQJ WKH "ILYH 
PLQXWHV" VKH DVSLUHG WR EH DQ DUFKLWHFWXUH FULWLF. 7KH RWKHU, RQ KHU LQQHU DUP MXVW DERYH WKH HOERZ, UHDGV "MH (GLWK," LQ VLPSOH FXUVLYH. (GLWK ZDV KHU
JUDQGPRWKHU, DQ DYLG DPDWHXU SKRWRJUDSKHU. "7KHUH'V D VHSLD-WRQH SULQW RI KHU LQ D EDWKLQJ VXLW ORRNLQJ UHDOO\ FXWH," SWDUN H[SODLQHG. "SKH ZDV D ELJ 
ZRPDQ, EXW VKH ZDVQ'W VR HQRUPRXV ZKHQ VKH ZDV 16, RU KRZHYHU ROG VKH ZDV LQ WKH SLFWXUH. I WKLQN VKH WKRXJKW QR RQH ZRXOG UHFRJQL]H KHU, VR ZKDW VKH 
GLG ZDV OHDQ WKH SLFWXUH RQ WKH YLQ\O WDEOHFORWK DQG WDNH D PRODURLG RI LW. SKH ZURWH RQ WKH EDFN, 'MH (GLWK.'"
SWDUN, 43, GLVFRYHUHG WKH PRODURLG LQ WKH ODWH '80V, MXVW DV VKH ZDV OHDUQLQJ DERXW CLQG\ SKHUPDQ'V PXOWLSOLFLWRXV VHOI-SRUWUDLWV DQG DUWLVWV OLNH SKHUULH 
LHYLQH, ZKR UHSKRWRJUDSKHG RWKHU SHRSOH'V LPDJHV. :KDW KHU JUDQGPRWKHU GLG VWUXFN KHU DV DQ DXWKHQWLF, XQVFKRROHG VRUW RI FRQFHSWXDOLVP. "IW ZDV VR 
EHDXWLIXO. IW ZDV DERXW KHU ORRNLQJ DW KHUVHOI, WKLQNLQJ DERXW SKRWRJUDSKV, DQG WKLQNLQJ DERXW RWKHU SHRSOH ORRNLQJ DW KHU. IW ZDV PLQG-EORZLQJ. IW PDGH 
PH JHW LQWR DUW, DFWXDOO\."

"MH (GLWK" EHFDPH WKH WLWOH RI SWDUN'V ILUVW H[KLELWLRQ, DV DQ XQGHUJUDGXDWH DW SDQ FUDQFLVFR SWDWH 8QLYHUVLW\. (SKH HDUQHG KHU MFA DW AUW CHQWHU CROOHJH 
RI DHVLJQ.) SKH UHFRXQWHG WKH RULJLQ VWRU\ LQ ODWH OFWREHU, RQ RSHQLQJ GD\ RI KHU PRVW H[WHQVLYH 8.S. VKRZ, "FUDQFHV SWDUN: 7KLV FRXOG EHFRPH D JLPLFN
>VLF@ RU DQ KRQHVW DUWLFXODWLRQ RI WKH ZRUNLQJV RI WKH PLQG," D 20-\HDU VXUYH\ RI FROODJHV, GUDZLQJV, YLGHRV DQG VFXOSWXUHV DW MI7'V LLVW 9LVXDO AUWV CHQWHU 
(WKURXJK -DQ. 2).

SWDUN LV FRPSDFW DQG LQWHQVH, UHOHQWOHVVO\ FHUHEUDO EXW TXLFN WR ODXJK. DHSOHWHG IURP WKH HIIRUW RI LQVWDOOLQJ WKH VKRZ (ZLWK FXUDWRU -RDR 5LEDV), VKH 
QHYHUWKHOHVV JUHZ DQLPDWHG ZDONLQJ WKURXJK LW, UHPDUNLQJ RQ WKH "LQVDQHO\ FRQVLVWHQW IRUPDO ODQJXDJH" VKH KDGQ'W QRWLFHG DV WKH ZRUN XQIROGHG RYHU 
WLPH. :KDW FDSWLYDWHG KHU LQ WKDW HDUO\ HQFRXQWHU ZLWK KHU JUDQGPRWKHU'V VHOI-ODEHOHG SKRWRJUDSK UHPDLQV HYLGHQW WKURXJKRXW WKH H[KLELWLRQ, LQ KHU 
IDVFLQDWLRQ ZLWK WKH DFWV RI ORRNLQJ DQG FUHDWLQJ, VHOI-UHIOH[LYLW\ DQG DXWRELRJUDSK\, LQ WKH ZD\ VKH LQWHJUDWHV WKH YLVXDO DQG YHUEDO, DQG WHDVHV RXW 
FRQQHFWLRQV EHWZHHQ KHU SK\VLFDO ERG\ DQG ERG\ RI ZRUN.

SWDUN KDV H[KLELWHG H[WHQVLYHO\ LQ (XURSH DQG VKRZV LQ LRV AQJHOHV DW MDUF FR[[. SKH ZDV WKH VXEMHFW RI D VROR VKRZ DW WKH HDPPHU MXVHXP LQ 2002 
DQG ZLOO EH LQFOXGHG LQ WKH PXVHXP'V XSFRPLQJ LQYLWDWLRQDO, "AOO RI WKLV DQG QRWKLQJ," RSHQLQJ -DQ. 30. A SURIHVVRU DW 8SC, VKH PDLQWDLQV D VWXGLR LQ
CKLQDWRZQ DQG OLYHV LQ SRXWK PDVDGHQD ZLWK KHU SDUWQHU DQG 7-\HDU-ROG VRQ. SKH KDV SXEOLVKHG WZR ERRNV, RQH RI FROOHFWHG ZULWLQJV (2003) DQG WKH RWKHU, 
"7KH AUFKLWHFW DQG WKH HRXVHZLIH" (1999), FRPSRVHG RI SHUVRQDO HVVD\V H[DPLQLQJ JHQGHU-LQIOHFWHG GRPHVWLF DQG SURIHVVLRQDO UROHV. A ZHHN DIWHU WKH 
MI7 RSHQLQJ, SWDUN PDGH KHU FXUDWRULDO GHEXW DW WKH HDPPHU, ZLWK "HRXVHJXHVW: FUDQFHV SWDUN SHOHFWV FURP WKH GUXQZDOG CROOHFWLRQ."
AW WKH LQYLWDWLRQ RI FXUDWRU AOOHJUD PHVHQWL, SWDUN SHUXVHG WKH FROOHFWLRQ'V 45,000 SULQWV, GUDZLQJV, SKRWRJUDSKV DQG ERRNV RYHU VL[ RU VHYHQ PRQWKV, 
XOWLPDWHO\ VKDSLQJ D VHTXHQFH RI 46 LPDJHV WR OLQH WKH EODFNHQHG ZDOOV RI WKH PXVHXP'V YDXOW JDOOHU\. MRWLIV WKUHDG WKURXJK WKH VKRZ OLNH WKH PHORGLF 
OLQHV RI D IXJXH, OHDGLQJ WKH H\H IURP DQ 18WK FHQWXU\ IWDOLDQ DFDGHPLF VWXG\ RI NQHH MRLQW DQG FDOI PXVFOHV WR WKH JOHDPLQJ OHJV RI D FRUSVH LQ DQ HWFKLQJ 
E\ GR\D, IURP WKH KRPHO\ YLVDJHV RI EDJSLSH SOD\HUV LQ D 16WK FHQWXU\ GHUPDQ HQJUDYLQJ WR OWWR DL['V OXULG :HLPDU-HUD OLWKRJUDSK "PURFXUHVV." FRUPDO 
UK\WKPV DQG UK\PHV JLYH WKH VHOHFWLRQ IRUZDUG PRPHQWXP; WKH LPDJHV SURJUHVV WKURXJK HYRFDWLRQV RI FDPDUDGHULH, ORQHOLQHVV, WHQGHU KXPRU, SK\VLFDO 
HIIRUW, FRQFHDOPHQW DQG DYDLODELOLW\, WKH VH[XDO, WKH VRFLDO DQG WKH VXEOLPH.
"FUDQFHV VHW RXW ZLWKRXW D FHUWDLQ WKHPH LQ PLQG," VDLG PHVHQWL. "SKH GHFLGHG WR VWDUW EURZVLQJ, PHDQGHULQJ DW ZLOO, DQG IRXQG KHUVHOI GUDZQ WR LPDJHV RI 
PDQ DQG ZRPDQ, DQG WKH PRUH VKH ZRUNHG, WKH PRUH LW EHFDPH D SDQRSO\ RI KXPDQLW\, IURP ELUWK WR GHDWK. 7KHUH LV DQ DFWXDO YRFDEXODU\ EHWZHHQ RQH 
LPDJH DQG WKH QH[W, D IORZ RI PRRGV DQG VHQVRU\ WUDQVLWLRQV. 7KHUH'V FUDQFHV' ZLWWLQHVV WKURXJKRXW DQG DOVR DQ XQGHUO\LQJ VHQVH RI PHODQFKROLD."
SWDUN'V H[KLELWLRQ DW WKH LLVW WRXFKHV RQ VHYHUDO DSSURDFKHV DQG WKHPHV VKH'V DGRSWHG RYHU WKH \HDUV. FURP KHU HDUOLHVW ZRUN, VKH KDV UHVSRQGHG WR 
OLWHUDU\ VRXUFHV, :LWROG GRPEURZLF]'V QRYHO "FHUG\GXUNH," GRHWKH'V "7KH SRUURZV RI <RXQJ :HUWKHU," DQG RWKHUV. SKH RIWHQ LQFRUSRUDWHV D JLYHQ WH[W E\ 
WUDFLQJ LW, YLD FDUERQ, RQWR ULFH SDSHU, LQWHOOHFWXDO GLDORJXH \LHOGLQJ D GHOLFDWH, VHQVXDO REMHFW.
"I ZDQW WR SOD\ DURXQG ZLWK WKH LGHD RI ZKDW LV WH[W LQ DUW," VKH VDLG, DQG WR H[SORUH "WKH YHU\ LQWLPDWH UHODWLRQVKLS EHWZHHQ WKH UHDGHU DQG WKH ZULWHU." 
PULQWHG PDWWHU IDFWRUV LQWR PXFK RI KHU ZRUN, FROODJHV WKDW PHOG H[KLELWLRQ DQQRXQFHPHQWV, PDJD]LQH SDJHV, MXQN PDLO DQG PRUH ² WKH DFFUHWLRQV RI 
HYHU\GD\ OLIH. OQH SLHFH SLFWXUHV D VXVSHQGHG IORZ RI VXFK PDWHULDO WKURXJK WKH PDLO VORW LQ D JODVV GRRU. AQRWKHU, SDUW RI WKH VHULHV, "I :HQW 7KURXJK M\ 
%LQ," IHDWXUHV D EODFN, VLOKRXHWWHG KDQG KROGLQJ D ERXTXHW RI SULQWHG IUDJPHQWV DQG VFUDSV.

SWDUN'V ZRUN RIWHQ FHQWHUV RQ WKH H[SHULHQFH RI PDNLQJ DUW DQG, SDUDGR[LFDOO\, WKH EORFNDJHV WKDW REVWUXFW WKH SURFHVV RI FUHDWLRQ. IQ RQH FROODJH, WKH 
JHQHUDOL]HG ILJXUH RI WKH DUWLVW UHDGV D VKHHW RI SDSHU EHDULQJ WKH ZRUGV, ":K\ VKRXOG \RX QRW EH DEOH WR DVVHPEOH \RXUVHOI DQG ZULWH." 7KH WH[W FRPHV 
IURP D OHWWHU VKH UHFHLYHG IURP D IULHQG.

"DRXEW LV DOPRVW OLNH D VWUDWHJ\ IRU PH, RU OLNH D VW\OH," VKH VDLG. "IW'V D KXJH PRWRU LQ P\ SURFHVV."
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CKLQDWRZQ DQG OLYHV LQ SRXWK PDVDGHQD ZLWK KHU SDUWQHU DQG 7-\HDU-ROG VRQ. SKH KDV SXEOLVKHG WZR 
ERRNV, RQH RI FROOHFWHG ZULWLQJV (2003) DQG WKH RWKHU, "7KH AUFKLWHFW DQG WKH HRXVHZLIH" (1999), 
FRPSRVHG RI SHUVRQDO HVVD\V H[DPLQLQJ JHQGHU-LQIOHFWHG GRPHVWLF DQG SURIHVVLRQDO UROHV. A ZHHN DIWHU 
WKH MI7 RSHQLQJ, SWDUN PDGH KHU FXUDWRULDO GHEXW DW WKH HDPPHU, ZLWK "HRXVHJXHVW: FUDQFHV SWDUN 
SHOHFWV FURP WKH GUXQZDOG CROOHFWLRQ."

AW WKH LQYLWDWLRQ RI FXUDWRU AOOHJUD PHVHQWL, SWDUN SHUXVHG WKH FROOHFWLRQ'V 45,000 SULQWV, GUDZLQJV, 
SKRWRJUDSKV DQG ERRNV RYHU VL[ RU VHYHQ PRQWKV, XOWLPDWHO\ VKDSLQJ D VHTXHQFH RI 46 LPDJHV WR OLQH WKH 
EODFNHQHG ZDOOV RI WKH PXVHXP'V YDXOW JDOOHU\. MRWLIV WKUHDG WKURXJK WKH VKRZ OLNH WKH PHORGLF OLQHV RI D 
IXJXH, OHDGLQJ WKH H\H IURP DQ 18WK FHQWXU\ IWDOLDQ DFDGHPLF VWXG\ RI NQHH MRLQW DQG FDOI PXVFOHV WR WKH 
JOHDPLQJ OHJV RI D FRUSVH LQ DQ HWFKLQJ E\ GR\D, IURP WKH KRPHO\ YLVDJHV RI EDJSLSH SOD\HUV LQ D 16WK 
FHQWXU\ GHUPDQ HQJUDYLQJ WR OWWR DL['V OXULG :HLPDU-HUD OLWKRJUDSK "PURFXUHVV." FRUPDO UK\WKPV DQG 
UK\PHV JLYH WKH VHOHFWLRQ IRUZDUG PRPHQWXP; WKH LPDJHV SURJUHVV WKURXJK HYRFDWLRQV RI FDPDUDGHULH, 
ORQHOLQHVV, WHQGHU KXPRU, SK\VLFDO HIIRUW, FRQFHDOPHQW DQG DYDLODELOLW\, WKH VH[XDO, WKH VRFLDO DQG WKH 
VXEOLPH.

"FUDQFHV VHW RXW ZLWKRXW D FHUWDLQ WKHPH LQ PLQG," VDLG PHVHQWL. "SKH GHFLGHG WR VWDUW EURZVLQJ, 
PHDQGHULQJ DW ZLOO, DQG IRXQG KHUVHOI GUDZQ WR LPDJHV RI PDQ DQG ZRPDQ, DQG WKH PRUH VKH ZRUNHG, WKH 
PRUH LW EHFDPH D SDQRSO\ RI KXPDQLW\, IURP ELUWK WR GHDWK. 7KHUH LV DQ DFWXDO YRFDEXODU\ EHWZHHQ RQH 
LPDJH DQG WKH QH[W, D IORZ RI PRRGV DQG VHQVRU\ WUDQVLWLRQV. 7KHUH'V FUDQFHV' ZLWWLQHVV WKURXJKRXW DQG 
DOVR DQ XQGHUO\LQJ VHQVH RI PHODQFKROLD."

SWDUN'V H[KLELWLRQ DW WKH LLVW WRXFKHV RQ VHYHUDO DSSURDFKHV DQG WKHPHV VKH'V DGRSWHG RYHU WKH \HDUV. FURP 
KHU HDUOLHVW ZRUN, VKH KDV UHVSRQGHG WR OLWHUDU\ VRXUFHV, :LWROG GRPEURZLF]'V QRYHO "FHUG\GXUNH," 
GRHWKH'V "7KH SRUURZV RI <RXQJ :HUWKHU," DQG RWKHUV. SKH RIWHQ LQFRUSRUDWHV D JLYHQ WH[W E\ WUDFLQJ LW, YLD 
FDUERQ, RQWR ULFH SDSHU, LQWHOOHFWXDO GLDORJXH \LHOGLQJ D GHOLFDWH, VHQVXDO REMHFW.


