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Orbit Tower unveiled at London’'s Olympic
Park

By Bryony Jones, CNN
updated 2:45 PM EDT, Fri May 11, 2012
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The Orbit Tower at London's Olympic
Park was unvelled by the city’s mayor
Boris Johnson.

HIDE CAPTION

Orbit sculpture unveiled at Olympic Park
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STORY HIGHLIGHTS London (CNN) -- London has unveiled The Orbit, the sculpture at
- Orbit Tower, designed by Anish  the heart of the Olympic Park, with the city's mayor claiming the
Kapoor and Cecil Balmond, bright red swirling structure -- likened by many to a rollercoaster -- is

stands at heart of Olympic Park  patter than the Eiffel Tower.

* Tower stands 114.5m tall,
making it Britain's tallest

scilhie Boris Johnson said the Anish Kapoor and Cecil Balmond-designed

structure, which rises up next to the Olympic Stadium at Stratford in

« Structure is built from 2,000 ¢ g ; : . £
i Sk °" the city's East End was "a masterpiece of design and engineering.

of steel and covered in 19,000
liters of red paint
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+ Flight of 455 steps lead to "It endlessly repays the viewer, it is a very rewarding thing to look at.
viewing platform offering views ~ The Eiffel Tower is very simple, the Shard, behind me, is a piece of
across London cake -- any child of two could do that -- this is much more elaborate,

more sophisticated, more intriguing and complex,” he told CNN.

The tower stands 114.5m tall, making it Britain's biggest sculpture,
more than twice the height of Nelson's Column, almost six times the
height of the Angel of the North, and 22m taller than the Statue of
Liberty.

Visitors will climb 455 steps -- or ride one of two elevators
-- to two observation decks offering expansive views
across London.

Johnson and Lakshmi Mittal, CEO of steelmaker
ArcelorMittal, joined forces to champion the creation of a
large-scale sculpture at the Olympic Park -- after meeting
in a cloakroom at Davos.
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¢ ' Johnson claimed the swirling, bright
red sculpture, was "more compiex”
. than the Eiffel Tower, and "endlessly
\ rewarding” for the viewer.
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Visitors will climb 455 steps - or ride
one of two elevators - to two
observation platforms.

ERYONY JONES/CHNN
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Some of London's most famous
landmarks, including the Shard, the
Gherkin and St Paul's Cathedral, can
be spotted from the top.
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The sculpture was the brainchild of
artist Anish Kapoor and designer
Cecll Baimond.

CECIL EALMOND

Cecll Balmond's original sketch for
the Orbit Tower shows how the
design has evolved over the past

three years.
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Anish Kapoor said he chose red - a
color that features in much of his
work -- to make sure the sculpture
stood out among the grey and white
Olympic venues.

163
5
!'

W
W
z
=
)
>
=z
=)
=
I
|

Va

= " !
a i'A'A.' ;\

The swirling, swooping design has
been compared to everything from a
hubbie-bubble pipe to a rollercoaster.
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It also features a large trumpet-like
structure at the base.
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Anish Kapoor says the bell-shaped
canopy Is "slightly frightening, a littie
ominous".
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Visitors will be charged £15 (£7 for
children) to ascend the tower -- a
figure Kapoor admits Is expensive.
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" But its creators and backers hope the
latest landmark on London's skyline
will soon become as popular as the
London Eye.
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