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with a major show of the artist in
the gallery, which will also unveil its
12th architectural commission:
an excavated pavilion designed by Al
Weiwei and Herzog & de Meuron.
Despite its moniker, the London
2012 Festival won't be confined to the
capital. In the northwest, Anthony
McCall has devised Column, a
spinning tower of cloud rising from
the Wirral coastline; it will stretch
into the sky and be visible from up
to 100 kilometers away. New York
collective YesYesNo is planning a
light installation across the 73 miles of
Hadrian’s Wall, and Antony Gormley
has designed a stage element for
a production of Samuel Beckett's
Waiting for Godot, to be unveiled
July 2 as part of the Enniskillen
Festival in Northern Ireland.
Back in England, perhaps one
of the most breathtaking projects for
the London 2012 Festival will be
Richard Wilson's full-scale replica
of the bus that dangles on the edge of
a cliff in the finale of the iconic 1969
British film The Italian Job—transposed
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to the rooftop of the De La Warr
Pavilion in Bexhill-on-Sea. This
“cliffhanger of a work,” to borrow the
artist’s own description, is a sculptural
interpretation of the scene in which
the characters are trapped in a vehicle
full of gold but are unable to reach
the treasure without risking toppling
the bus into the void. Drawing parallels
between his piece and the Olympic
Games, Wilson told Art+Auction, “That
structural daring is a metaphor for
the absolute limit of being poised at
a moment of everything either being
lost or being gained, and that’s exactly
what these athletes are doing.”
~COLINE MILLIARD
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