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Sarah Lucas to represent UK at 2015
Venice Biennale

Artist Sarah Lucas is to represent the UK at next year's
Venice Biennale.

Lucas, who emerged as one of the original Young British
Artists in the late 1980s, is known for her suggestive
sculptures and photographs.

She will follow artists like Jeremy Deller, Steve McQueen,
Tracey Emin, Gilbert & George and Anish Kapoor, who
have all filled the British Pavilion at past editions of the
prestigious event.

The Biennale is sometimes branded "the Olympics of
contemporary art".

The British Council has commissioned leading artists to

represent the UK at the Biennale since 1938, with the aim fe

of celebrating the best of British art. Sarah Lucas is known for using
everyday items like fried eggs

Lucas has become known for transforming

ordinary objects like tights, vegetables,

mattresses and fried eggs into evocative

sculptures that resemble human body parts.

‘Formidably inventive’

The British Council's director of visual arts
Andrea Rose described the artist as "a
formidably inventive sculptor”.

"To prick convention could be a term coined
for Lucas' work," she said. "It's impolite. Like
zest in the artworld mix, her work will bring wit
and savour to the Biennale."

Gregor Muir, executive director of the Institute
of Contemporary Arts in London, who was on
the selection panel, said Lucas had "affirmed
her status as a leading international artist" in
recent years.

"Having consistently pushed the limits of her
practice, there's a sense that Lucas -
seemingly more active than ever - is coming
into her own.
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"Initially entering the fray as a Young British
Artist, Lucas continues to make her presence
known through a powerful and progressive
relationship with her work. Her output remains
urgent while being rooted in a rich artistic
tradition, to include feminism and surrealism."

Dozens of other countries send representatives to the biannual
showcase. The 56th Venice Biennale will run from May to November
2015.

& 4
Lucas decorated the Christmas tree at Tate Britain in 2006

Her work Yes was exhibited at the 39th International Contemporary Art Fair Fiac in Paris in 2012
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REUTERS

Her bronzes were included in a major exhibition at the Whitechapel Gallery in London in 2013
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Lucas' Whitechapel show was described by The Guardian as ‘strangely disturbing’
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The exhibition included the work | Might Be Shy But

Unknown Soldier (2003) was made in response to the Irag war
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