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MYRIAM BEN SALAH IS THE DIRECTOR AND CHIEF CURATOR OF THE RENAISSANCE SOCIETY IN CHICAGO. SHE RECENTLY ORGANIZED
(WITH LAUREN MACKLER AND IKECHUKWU ONYEWUENYI) MADE IN L.A. 2020: “A VERSION,” THE FIFTH EDITION OF THE HAMMER
MUSEUM'S BIENNIAL IN LOS ANGELES.
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“SHAHRYAR NASHAT: FORCE LIFE” AND “ADAM LINDER: SHELF LIFE” (MUSEUM OF MODERN
ART, NEW YORK; CURATED BY STUART COMER) “Force Life/Shelf Life” was a provocative over-
lap of two exhibitions, a double meditation on the limits—in space, in time, in theory—of the
body, one preferably without organs, one that flirts with technology. Nashat and Linder left me
thinking about flesh, what comes before the body, “that zero degree of social conceptualiza-
tion that does not escape concealment under the brush of discourse, or the reflexes of iconog-
raphy,” as Hortense Spiller describes it. Flesh, for these artists, is fugitive. It acts outside a
fixed reality. It resists—or rather, it escapes, runs the hell away from—ideology.
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