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The Anthropocene is proving to be an era of world war, or rather, worlds at war. Not that this is 
anything new. We are no doubt living in the continuation of longstanding onto-epistemological and 
politico-military conflicts set within (still unfolding) histories of colonial and global states of violence 
aQd diVSRVVeVViRQ. If caWaVWURShe OieV befRUe XV, WheQ iW fORZV fURP ZhaW¶V cRPe before. Consider two 
ideRORgicaO fRUPaWiRQV WhaW VSeak WR RXU cXUUeQW ViWXaWiRQ. FiUVW, geReQgiQeeUiQg¶V WechQR-utopianism, 
which is premised on climate-chaQge fi[eV fRU Whe V\PSWRPV Rf fRVViO caSiWaO¶V ceQWXUieV-long effect on 
the environment. Adherents suggest that solar radiation management and carbon capture can 
stabilize temperatures so as to avert calamitous environmental transformation. The Breakthrough 
IQVWiWXWe RffeUV a fXWXUiVW YiViRQ Rf Whe ³gRRd AQWhURSRceQe,´ aUWicXOaWed aV a cRPiQg ZRUOd Zhere 
³hXPaQV XVe WheiU gURZiQg VRciaO, ecRQRPic, aQd WechQRORgicaO SRZeUV WR Pake Oife beWWeU fRU SeRSOe, 
VWabiOi]e Whe cOiPaWe, aQd SURWecW Whe QaWXUaO ZRUOd.´1 The second formation we should consider is the 



	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

tragic and redemptive Afrofuturism appearing in ArWhXr Jafa¶V VhaWWering 2016 Yideo Love is the 
Message, the Message is Death. As one model among numerous Indigenous and anticolonial 
futurisms embedded within social movements dedicated to justice-to-come, it foregrounds the 
heartrending violence of the present as the fundamental basis upon which any alternative²one of co-
existence, equality, love, and peace²can be imagined. 
 

 
 
 
Following the impulses behind the 2016 Movement for Black Lives Platform, which built on 
longstanding African-American approaches to environmental justice, it is crucial to bring these 
politico-ecological strands together in intersectional analysis.2The above two modelings of the future 
offer an expedient comparison between the current techno-scientific rationality of climate-change 
response and the social in/justice concerns around racial capitalism. It invites a much-needed 
discussion of futures that could potentially be locked in for hundreds, even thousands of years, 
especially in light of the fact that technocratic climate science tends to ignore, or, at best, merely pays 
lip service to the differential impacts of environmental transformations on disenfranchised 
communities subject to ongoing racial and economic discrimination, and that social justice activism 
also tends to shunt ecological matters to the side due to an all-too-immediate confrontation with 
police brutality. 
 
 



	

	

	
	
	
	

 
 
Jafa, a filmmaker by trade, unleashes an archive of citizen-journalist, dash cam, and media videos 
through which the black body is subjected to police brutality and other forms of violence. Set to (the 
aUWLVW IRUPeUO\ QaPed) KaQ\e WeVW¶V WUaQVceQdeQW JRVSeO-raS aQWKeP ³UOWUaOLJKW BeaP,´ WKe YLdeR 
quickly cycles through recent and historical footage, intermixing clips of horrific, civilization-
destroying aliens from Hollywood films. It would appear that Jafa proposes an allegory for the 
destruction of the world that, in a parallel universe, geoengineering wishes to repair. My 2017 
book Against the Anthropocene similarly criticizes the Anthropocene thesis for its regressive and 
narcissistic neo-humanism, its evasion of the differential causes and effects of climate breakdown, its 
disavowal of petrocapitalist culpability, and its ecology of affluence.3 That analysis extended to 
diverse visual-cXOWXUaO e[SUeVVLRQV RI UePRWe VeQVLQJ daWa, WKe NLQd WKaW RIIeUV ³ZKROe eaUWK´ 
perspectives of the planet as not only devoid of social conflict but also safely in the grips of an 
emergent scientific mastery. These observations still plague theories, and the unfolding reception, of 
the Anthropocene today²despite parallel attempts to mobilize it critically, work progressively with its 
conceptualization, and also nominate additional terms to better comprehend current conditions, such 
as the Chthulucene or the Capitalocene.4 WKLOe JaIa¶V YLdeR SRZeUIXOO\ eOXcLdaWeV WKe SURbOePV ZLWK 
this formation²dramatizing the extreme costs of the social asymmetries that go unaddressed within 
engineering²the last couple of years have shown us, with increasing clarity, that the neoliberalization 
of the Anthropocene is ascendant. The growth in climate engineering theory and practice and its 
status-conserving technofixes threaten a future grounded in social justice. 
 
Geoengineering unfolds directly from the Anthropocene thesis, beginning with the initial 2000 
proposal made by atmospheric chemist Paul Crutzen and biologist Eugene Stoermer to designate a 
QeZ JeRORJLcaO eUa ZKeUe EaUWK V\VWePV aUe LQcUeaVLQJO\ deWeUPLQed b\ ³KXPaQ acWLYLWLeV.´ AV WKe\ 
e[SOaLQed, ³aQ e[cLWLQJ, bXW aOVR dLIILcXOW aQd daXQWLQJ WaVN OLeV aKead RI WKe JORbaO UeVeaUcK aQd 
engineering community to guide man-kind towards global, sustainable, environmental 
PaQaJePeQW.´5 Crutzen soon followed up with more explicit suggestions that large-scale engineering 



	

	

	
	
	
	
	 	

SURMecWV, LQcOXdLQg hLV RZQ RQe fRU VWUaWRVSheULc VXOfXU LQMecWLRQV, Pa\ ZeOO be QeceVVaU\ WR ³RSWLPL]e´ 
the climate.6 Much dispute remains over the dating of this post-Holocene epoch: whether it began 
with the nineteenth-century industrial revolution, or nuclear science in the 1940s, or again much 
earlier with the Orbis Spike of 1610. The latter coincides with the geological implications of 
colonization and genocide in the Americas, which also unknowingly dropped atmospheric carbon 
levels thanks to large-scale afforestation of once-cultivated Indigenous lands.7 Its apparently causal 
connection to geoengineering shows that the Anthropocene is not only far from innocent in historical 
diagnosis (it matters both geologically and politically when we date it), but preemptive in techno-
scientific prescription for future response. Essentially, by interpreting the past, we determine the 
future. 
 
For Crutzen, engineering may be a last resort to forestall catastrophic breakdown, where reducing 
emissions proves insurmountable; for others, it represents an attractive first option to advance 
ecological modernization, merging climate solutions with economic opportunity. This becomes 
e[SOLcLW ZLWh The BUeaNWhURXgh IQVWLWXWe¶V QRWRULRXV SURSRVaO fRU a gRRd AQWhURSRceQe, fRXQded RQ 
Whe dXbLRXV ³decRXSOLQg´ Rf ecRQRPLc gURZWh fURP eQYLURQPeQWaO LPSacWV.8 ThLV ³OeadLQg bLg PRQe\, 
anti-green, pro-QXcOeaU´²and pro-geoengineering²³WhLQN WaQN LQ Whe UQLWed SWaWeV´ ZaV fRXQded LQ 
2003 b\ MLchaeO SheOOeQbeUgeU aQd Ted NRUdhaXV. IQ WheLU 2004 eVVa\ ³The DeaWh Rf 
Environmentalism: Global Warming Politics in a Post-EQYLURQPeQWaO WRUOd,´ SheOOeQbeUgeU aQd 
Nordhaus soXghW WR dLVSaWch ZhaW Whe\ WeUPed Whe ³SROLWLcV Rf OLPLWV´²the kind based in the 
UegXOaWRU\ eQYLURQPeQWaOLVP Rf Whe 1970V ePShaVL]LQg EaUWh¶V fLQLWe caUU\LQg caSacLW\²and replace it 
ZLWh a ³SROLWLcV Rf SRVVLbLOLW\´ dedLcaWed WR WechQRORgLcaOO\-driven economic growth.9 They count Carl 
Page, brother of Google founder Larry Page, among its funders, indicating the growing convergence of 
BLg Tech ZLWh gUeeQ ecRQRPLcV. AccRUdLQg WR cULWLcV, The IQVWLWXWe UePaLQV VLQgXOaUO\ ³dedLcaWed WR 
propagandizing capitalist technological-LQYeVWPeQW µVROXWLRQV¶ WR cOLPaWe chaQge.´10 
 
The cOeaUeVW aUWLcXOaWLRQ Rf Whe IQVWLWXWe¶V SRVLWLRQ LV ³AQ EcRPRdeUQLVW MaQLfeVWR,´ ZULWWeQ b\ 
eighteen authors including Shellenberger and Nordhaus. It advances this techno-solutions-based 
goal: ³MRUe-productive economies are wealthier economies, capable of better meeting human needs 
while committing more of their economic surplus to non-economic amenities, including better human 
health, greater human freedom and opportunity, arts, culture, and the conservation of 
QaWXUe.´11 Despite its familiar trickle-down economics and liberal-cRaWed gRRdZLOO, Whe MaQLfeVWR¶V 
e[SaQVLYe VSaWLRWePSRUaO VcaOeV aQd abVWUacW UheWRULc, OLNe PXch Rf Whe AQWhURSRceQe¶V SOaQeWaU\ 
imagery and deep time frame, overshoot Whe fLgXUaO, Whe acWXaO, Whe e[SeULeQWLaO. IW¶V QRW VXUSULVLQg, 
WheQ, WhaW LWV ³SROLWLcV Rf SRVVLbLOLW\´ faLOV WR PeQWLRQ Whe WeUPV ³Uace,´ ³eTXaOLW\,´ RU ³MXVWLce,´ ZhLch 
would help connect to the actual antagonisms of current social experience, while the lofty and 
geQeUaOL]LQg OaQgXage Rf ³hXPaQ,´ ³WechQRORg\,´ aQd ³gURZWh´ abRXQd.12 By evading such key facets 
of justice-based environmentalism²which they do their best to consign to the grave²
EcRPRdeUQLVP¶V cRORU-blind formulations reflect yet another version of what Van Jones has called 
³Whe XQbeaUabOe ZhLWeQeVV Rf gUeeQ,´ heUe dRXbO\ XQbeaUabOe becaXVe Whe MaQLfeVWR¶V XWRSLaQLVP 
utterly fails to reflect on the intolerable social conditions that it disappears and implicitly seeks to 
protect.13 
 
Alternately, Lf Ze caQ deVcULbe Jafa¶V YLdeR aV e[SUeVVLQg aQ eQYLURQPeQWaOLVP Rf VRUWV²which I argue 
Ze caQ, eYeQ WhRXgh Whe YLdeR¶V UeceSWLRQ WR daWe haV OaUgeO\ eYaded VXch aQ aQaO\VLV²WheQ LW¶V RQe 
aWWXQed WR ZhaW ChULVWLQa ShaUSe WeUPV ³aQWLbOacNQeVV aV WRWaO cOLPaWe.´14 And compared to the 
EcRPRdeUQLVW MaQLfeVWR¶V PaQ\ cRQceSWXaO ORRShROeV, Love is the Message is laser-focused on 
figurations distorted within the everyday environments of racial-caSLWaOLVP¶V QecURSROLWLcV. IQdeed, 
Jafa¶V VWUeaP Rf Uh\WhPLc edLWV cycles relentlessly through shots of police hitting, pummeling, 
punching, shooting, and brutalizing Black bodies (recalling and updating approaches of Third Cinema 
aQd VSecLfLcaOO\ CXbaQ fLOPPaNeU SaQWLagR ÈOYaUe]¶V WheQ-shocking portrayal of US racist policing set 
to Lena Horne¶V URXVLQg cLYLO-rights number in his short 1965 film Now!). Visualizing the policing of 



	

	

	 	

distinct climates of life and death, Jafa includes the 2015 murder of Walter Scott in South Carolina, 
the abusive 2014 arrest of Kametra Barbour in her car with her four children in Dallas, and the cruel 
ground-tackling of fifteen-year-old, bikini-clad Dajerria Becton, who a white police officer violently 
forced to the ground at a pool party in McKinney, Texas in 2015. Where long-term environmental 
management is integrally related to social control with racial, gendered, and classed differentials, we 
can term these practices ³climate control.´ Elsewhere, Jafa contextualizes this historic anti-blackness 
with additional footage drawn from the historical archive, showing midcentury scenes of police fire-
hosing Black protestors, striking civil rights activists with nightsticks, as well as whites brutalizing 
lunch counter protestors in North Carolina, and footage from D. W. Griffith¶s notorious 1915 film The 
Birth of a Nation, with its scandalously positive portrayal of Klu Klux Klan members and white actors 
in blackface. 

In returning to Ecomodernism, The Breakthrough Institute willfully contributes to the widespread 
invisibility of these scenes, divorcing what may be termed the Black Anthropocene²wherein ecology 
is inseparable from the social terms of racial capitalism²from its geoengineered future. 
 

 
 
While these models are capable of climate control at the regional level, as in its solar radiation 
management proposals, Jafa¶s video, Zhich e[hibits affinities Zith the fields of political ecolog\ and 
climate justice16 grounds the environment as the realm of socio-political and techno-economic 
inequality. This equation is most explicit where his video includes passages of African-Americans 
wading through the flood waters of Hurricane Katrina. For many New Orleanians, years of structural 



	

	

	 	

negligence, municipal and infrastructure defunding, systematic racial inequality, and impoverishment 
ZeUe RQO\ cRPSRXQded b\ Whe ³XQQaWXUaO´ diVaVWeU. IQ facW, WaNiQg WhaW cRQWe[W ZUiW OaUge, 
geoengineering appears to be a technological construct mobilized in part precisely so as not to address 
social injustice and to restrict our understanding of environment to the biogeophysical realm. 
Showing how police brutality enacts the every day (and sometimes spectacular) meanings of US 
environmental management, Love is the Message brings environmental control down to the racialized 
and classed figural scale. We witness how white supremacy, disaster capitalism, and authoritarian 
neoliberalism operate at such a granular level, models that today have come to represent Trumpism, 
itself a signature instance of the pathologies of Anthropocene rationality.17 
 
³COiPaWe chaQge iV gORbaO-VcaOe YiROeQce agaiQVW SOaceV aQd VSecieV, aV ZeOO aV agaiQVW hXPaQ beiQgV,´ 
contends Rebecca Solnit.18 Naomi Klein extends that insight where Vhe ZUiWeV hRZ ³Whe UeaOiW\ Rf aQ 
economic order built on white supremacy is the whispered subtext of our entire response to the 
cOiPaWe cUiViV,´ Zhich iV faU fURP accideQWaO, bXW UaWheU ³Whe UeVXOW Rf a VeUieV Rf SROic\ deciViRQV Whe 
governments of wealthy countries have made²and continue to make²with full knowledge of the facts 
aQd iQ Whe face Rf VWUeQXRXV RbMecWiRQV.´19 Attacking such decisions at UN climate summits, the 
Sudanese diplomat and climate negotiator Lumumba di Aping has predicted the results WR be ³cOiPaWe 
geQRcide,´ ZheUe OiPiWiQg ZaUPiQg WR WZR degUeeV CeOViXV PeaQV acceSWiQg a gORbaO aYeUage WhaW ZiOO 
translate into 4-5 degUeeV iQ VRPe SOaceV, PeaQiQg ³AfUica ZiOO bXUQ.´20 Owing to the massive scales, 
delayed impacts, and tremendous complexity of climate science, as well as its networked agencies 
built of cybernetic systems, the challenge is urgent to render these insights into visual evidence 
capable of forming collective political subjects who act, so that we can shape the future we want to live 
in²aW OeaVW ZhiOe WheUe¶V \eW WiPe OefW WR dR VR. 
 
 

 



	

	

	 	

 
Even while Love is the Message doeVn¶W Vpecificall\ reference geoengineering, iW noneWheleVV offerV a 
diVcernable cr\ of proWeVW againVW Whe laWWer¶V ambiWion Wo VXVWain oXr preVenW cXlWXre ZiWh no 
alteration to its governing sociopolitical and economic arrangements, with mitigation technology only 
intervening at the level of regional weather control and atmospheric waste management. By virtue of 
iWV monWage, Jafa¶V Yideo joinV paVVageV of black deaWh and police Yiolence Wo cloVe-up shots of angry 
VXn flareV, aV Veen from NASA¶V InWernaWional Space SWaWion¶V near-live feed, offering an insight 
common in environmental justice circles that views global warming as a threat multiplier that 
exacerbates social conflict and inequality. According to well-documented research, disenfranchised 
and impoverished communities of color experience higher levels of exposure to climate-related 
disasters and their aftermath, food and water shortages, major health risks, and other forms of 
environmental vulnerability.22 In WhiV Yein, iW¶V feaVible Wo XnderVWand Whe Yideo¶V fooWage of Whe 
alien¶V dripping Vecondar\ jaZV from Ridle\ ScoWW¶V 1979 claVVic, and WhoVe of Whe ciW\-destroying 
monster from Cloverfield, MaWW ReeYe¶V 2008 faX[-found-footage horror film, as further allegories, 
serving to elevate the tragic-but-quotidian documents of police violence and social oppression to the 
realm of cosmopolitical significance, the arena where worlds are annihilated and remade. In other 
words, any given police attack cannot be seen as a stand-alone local event, but rather, by virtue of 
Jafa¶V VWream of collecWed fooWage, parW of V\VWemaWic and ZideVpread Yiolence, and more, aV a maWWer 
of civilizational threat akin to the horror of an alien assault on planet earth. As such, the monstrous 
here is a story of racial injustice, which Jafa sets in a post-natural dystopia resulting from runaway 
climate change. 

The many film fables that the monstrous proposes might also be read variously as representing the 
greedy and senseless destruction of the world conducted by the rapacious power of carceral capital, 
bolstered by police climate control, the colonization of debt, and the chains of spectacle; the radical 
and threatening otherness of racial difference become a predatory behemoth; alternately, a justice-
seeking revenge fantasy upon white-supremacist culture by what lies beyond recognition; or the 
materialization of contemporary fears of a genetically and geo-engineered Frankensteinian science in 
creating post-natural dystopias and runaway climate change²or indeed some element of each all 
mixed together without articulate or stable meaning. 

 



	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
The BUeakWhURXgh IQVWiWXWe alVR UefeUeQceV RXU ³cRQWemSRUaU\ FUaQkeQVWeiQ´²enlisting no less than 
Bruno Latour in its theoretical armory, who argues that we must not disown the planetary monster we 
have created²the earth of the Anthropocene²but rather learn to love and care for it through further 
WechQRlRgical acWV Rf ³mRdeUQi]iQg mRdeUQi]aWiRQ.´23While NaRmi KleiQ RYeUlRRkV LaWRXU¶V VXbWleU 
call fRU a ³cRmSRViWiRQiVW´ mRdeUQiW\ aV ³a SURceVV Rf becoming ever-more attached to, and intimate 
ZiWh, a SaQRSl\ Rf QRQhXmaQ QaWXUeV,´ Vhe cUiWici]eV Whe SUeVXmSWXRXVQeVV Rf hiV SURSRVal eVSeciall\ 
ZheUe iW aidV iQ Whe IQVWiWXWe¶V SUR-eQgiQeeUiQg ageQda: ³The eaUWh iV QRW RXU SUiVRQeU, RXU SaWieQW, RXU 
machine, or, indeed, our monster. It is our entire world. And the solution to global warming is not to 
fi[ Whe ZRUld, iW iV WR fi[ RXUVelYeV.´24 Adding to mounting opposition to geoengineering, she 
highlights the unintended side-effects (e.g. interfering in Monsoons in South Asia, exacerbating 
drought in North Africa, widening the ozone hole); the lack of any regulatory protocol for climate 
interventions with trans-national implications; its lock-in effect making it next to impossible to 
abandon the technolog\ RQce iW¶V beeQ imSlemeQWed; iWV aQWi-democratic basis in a era of globalism led 
by a handful of powerful developed nations; and, crucially, its directing of precious resources away 
from the causes of climate disruption, in favor of addressing symptoms.25 
 
Indeed, in recent years popular resistance movements have formed around climate justice, asserting 
Whe fXQdameQWal SUiQciSle Rf ³V\VWem chaQge, QRW climaWe chaQge,´ ZheUe jXVWice meaQV dedicaWiRQ WR 
equality, fairness, and the inclusion of the most vulnerable and members of frontline communities in 
the deliberation of climate solutions. Think of the ongoing battle in central France to stop the new 
airport and invent a non-caSiWaliVW cRmmRQV aW Whe Zad; SWaQdiQg RRck¶V RQgRiQg RSSRViWiRQ WR Whe 
Dakota Access Pipeline and expression of multi-national resurgence in the name of Indigenous and 
environmental rights; the many examples of Blockadia pitted against fossil-fuel infrastructure and 
extraction projects across the Americas, including protests in Louisiana against the Bayou Bridge 
Pipeline, in British Columbia against the Trans Mountain Pipeline, and those in Ecuador against oil 
drilling in Yasuní National Park; and the European climate camps and the Ende Gelände [Here and 
No Further!] movement in Germany, where the state is currently threatening to tear down the ancient 
Hambach forest to dig for coal, evicting activists along the way.26 These are all pledged variously to 
the goal of reinventing forms of life by refusing the imperatives of capitalist growth and market-based 
mechanisms for addressing climate breakdown, even while they also seek to expand the social 
technologies of equality and justice. These are all pledged variously to the goal of reinventing forms of 
life by refusing the imperatives of capitalist growth and market-based mechanisms for addressing 
climate breakdown, even while they also seek to expand the social technologies of equality and 
justice.27 
BXW deVSiWe VXch mRmeQWXm aQd cUeaWiYe WUaQViWiRQV, ZhaW¶V becRmiQg cleaU ZiWh Whe RQgRiQg 
development of geoengineering is that massive resources and funding bodies are mobilizing the 
technology under the star of the neoliberal Anthropocene.28 If anything, that formation parallels and 
joins the same forces that support the militarization and technologization of police functions, growing 
economic inequality and generalized indebtedness, the privatization of and creation of for-profit 
prisons, and the criminalization of protest, to the point where the criminal justice complex 
increasingly treats both environmental and antiracist activism as terrorism.29 Consider Breakthrough 
Initiatives²no relation to the Institute other than sharing a trending term within the field of 
competitive tech development²Zhich iV RQe amRQg maQ\ WU\iQg WR ³VaYe Whe SlaQeW´ and motivated in 
doing so by what some see as a $12 trillion opportunity.30 FXQded iQ SaUW b\ FacebRRk¶V MaUk 
Zuckerberg and Israeli-Russian venture capitalist Yuri Milner of Digital Sky Technologies, and 
counting the late Stephen Hawking among its collaborators, the project recently put $100 million into 
a radio wave project to search for alien life.31 Led by a libertarian entrepreneurialism that derides the 
outmoded and bureaucratic state agencies of the Cold War, Breakthrough Initiatives is part of a 
gURZiQg ³cRlRQial fXWXUiVm´ SUemiVed XSRQ Whe QeRlibeUali]aWiRQ Rf RXWeU VSace. IW cRQQecWV WR Whe 
SURjecWV Rf SilicRQ Valle\¶V mRdeliQg Rf ³NeZSSace,´ aV iQ Whe UheWRUic Rf ElRQ MXVk, VeW RQ Rff-planet 
resource mining, terraforming other planets, and extending property claims far into the 



	

	

	 	

galaxy.32 With the neoliberal corporate-military-state complex determined to occupy and settle the 
very place that certain Afrofuturists have long sought as a destination to escape colonized Earth, such 
starry-eyed fantasies are quickly becoming grim futures. 
Other initiatives focus their attention on Earth, representing how the neocolonialist spirit haunts new 
ZaYe eQYLURQPeQWaOLVP. TKeUe¶V ScRPe[, HaUYaUd UQLYeUVLW\¶V cXUUeQW $20 PLOOLRQ SWUaWRVSKeULc 
Controlled Perturbation Experiment, notable for its first-ever plans to test solar radiation 
PaQagePeQW WecKQRORgLeV RXWVLde WKe Oab LQ WKe eaUWK¶V aWPRVSKeUe abRYe AUL]RQa. Led b\ DaYLd 
Keith, Harvard professor of applied physics, founder and board member of the private corporation 
CaUbRQ EQgLQeeULQg, aQd VLgQaWRU\ Rf ³AQ EcRPRdeUQLVW MaQLfeVWR,´ WKe SURMecW LV VXSSRUWed b\ 
MLcURVRfW¶V BLOO GaWeV aQd KLV FXQd fRU IQQRYaWLYe COLPaWe aQd EQeUg\ ReVeaUcK, aV ZeOO aV b\ WKe 
Hewlett Foundation and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation (an appropriate beneficiary, considering it is 
named for the longtime CEO of General Motors).33 In light of Cameroonian theorist Achille 
MbePbe¶V dLagQRVeV Rf cUeeSLQg SUecaUaWL]aWLRQ aV ³WKe becRPLQg-bOacN Rf WKe ZRUOd´²meaning the 
post-racial generalization of dispossession, indebtedness, and loss of powers of self-determination²
geReQgLQeeULQg¶V deVLUe WR VaYe WKe ZRUOd b\ ZKLWeQLQg WKe VN\ UeYeaOV KRZ cRPSOeWeO\ deWacKed WKe 
field is from the catastrophes currently occurring on the ground in the hear and now.34 While 
geoengineering may profess to stem from love of earth, its message is death: the death of social 
justice, equality, and democratic inclusion. 
The go-WR gXLde fRU ZXcNeUbeUg aQd GaWeV LV YXYaO NRaK HaUaUL¶V UeceQW bRRN Homo Deus: A Brief 
History of Tomorrow, ZKLcK, WeOOLQgO\, LQcOXdeV a cKaSWeU WLWOed ³TKe AQWKURSRceQe.´35 Driven by an 
eQdOeVV TXeVW fRU ³bOLVV, LPPRUWaOLW\, aQd dLYLQLW\,´ anthropos, in this narrative, figures as ultimate 
self-creator, for whom no challenge²climate change, agricultural failure, artificial intelligence, 
planetary hunger, even death and extinction²will be beyond technological overcoming, especially 
when matched to Silicon Valley capital. At the same time, the cost will be greater inequality and 
technocracy, an e[SaQdLQg XVeOeVV cOaVV, a QeZ UeOLgLRQ Rf aOgRULWKPLc ³daWaLVP,´ aQd WKe UedXcWLRQ Rf 
KXPaQLW\ WR ³bLRcKePLcaO VXbV\VWePV´ PRQLWRUed b\ gORbaO QeWZRUNV. MRUe SURVaLcaOO\, WKe GRRd²
read: Neoliberal²Anthropocene emerges in this and the Breakthrough Institute¶V QaUUaWLRQV aV WKe 
ideological mechanism of choice for suspending contradictions between economic growth and climate 
solutions. In fact, even climate-change denying Texas Republicans can get on board with 
geoengineering as a not-to-be-missed pro-tech economic opportunity, requiring no need to debate 
sources of environmental transformation or hold petrocapitalism responsible, as causality is 
sacrificed on the alter of techno-solutionism. 
While the Trump administration has defied the scientific consensus on climate change and supported 
fossil-fuel deregulations, its February 2018 budget, supported by many in congress, included the first-
ever tax breaks for new technologies of atmospheric carbon capture. Meanwhile, the Hoover 
Institution, The Heartland Institute, and the American Enterprise Institute²all key conservative 
think-tanks²VXSSRUW WKLV PRYe, WKe OaWWeU KaLOLQg geReQgLQeeULQg aV QRWKLQg OeVV WKaQ ³a 
UeYROXWLRQaU\ aSSURacK WR cOLPaWe cKaQge.´36 Even more alarming is the current conceptualization by 
KeiWK aQd RWKeUV Rf ³cRXQWeU-geReQgLQeeULQg,´ WKe cRXQWeUacWLQg Rf WKe PLOLWaUL]aWLRQ aQd 
weaponization of climate manipulation technologies as deployed by imagined rogue states or non-
state actors.37 TKLV addLWLRQaO daQgeU dUaPaWL]eV eQgLQeeULQg¶V XQgRYeUQable status and potential for 
destructive instrumentalization in the era of Homo Deus. Even more than biologically regressive, neo-
humanist and universalist, depoliticizing and neocolonialist, Anthropocene geoengineering is proving 
most threatening where techno-utopianism merges with military unilateralism in proposing near-
future global weather wars, going far beyond anything imagined in the Cold War. 



	

	

 
 
Yet even though the video offers an amazing account of generative ambivalence and creative survival, 
even while it also gives rise to encompassing hopefulness in collective moments of love, solidarity, 
ethical conviction, and collective justice-seeking, it simultaneously obliterates any consideration of 
extending or sustaining its world of horror, one of beyond-grotesque inequality, impoverishment, and 
violence that renders Black life and lives matterless by the state and its techno-human apparatuses. 
UnlikH TKH BUHaNWKURXJK IQVWLWXWH, ZKLcK SURIIHUV aUW aQd OHLVXUH aV UHZaUdV, JaIa¶V VcL-fi reaches the 
realm of cosmopolitical magnitude without losing sight of vernacular instances of in/justice, of 
situated expressions that are future-oriented but historically informed, and which are dedicated to the 
reinvention of everyday life, art, culture, politics, mourning. It follows, then, that Jafa would extend 
solidarity to a younger generation by including artist Martine Syms. During her cameo, she reads 
from her 2015 ³MXQdaQH AIURIXWXULVW MaQLIHVWR,´ ZKLcK UHSULVHV WKH ORQJVWaQdLQJ bOacN cXOWXUaO 
aesthetic that draws on visions of a utopian time to come, one reached only by passing through the 
traumatic alienations of racial capitalism. No simple time travel or shapeshifting is possible, 
however.40 ³MXQdaQH AIURIXWXULVWV UHcRJQL]H WKaW ZH aUH QRW aOLHQV,´ S\PV H[SOaLQV, ZKLOH IacLQJ WKH 
camera seated behind a desk. 

	 	

 
 
WKLOe WKe KRUURU Rf WKRVe V\VWePV aUe deYaVWaWLQJO\ SUeVeQWed LQ Jafa¶V YLdeR, Love is the 
Message also powerfully intercuts passages portraying the remarkable resilience, accomplishment, 
and beauty of African American culture²despite all²in activism, politics, speculative imagination, 
rhetoric, music, dance, literature, athletics, and, profoundly, everyday forms of creativity. The 
negative and the positive, love and death, repeatedly and relentlessly oscillate and converge in 
explosive combination in his piece, proposing something like a singular Vine compilation of cutting 
philosophical import, or an Instagram feed of alternating soul-destroying and restorative affects. Jafa 
WeUPV LW WKe ³WKe abMecW VXbOLPe,´ aQ e[WUaRUdLQaU\ PL[ Rf beaXW\ aQd KRUURU, LVVXLQJ fURP aQ aUcKLYe 
of black visual culture that seems infinite in its range of experiences. For Jafa, this ultimately beyond-
quantifiable record of being stems from an ontological construction inseparable from the wake of 
transatlantic slavery.38 IQdeed, WKe YLdeR¶V deVcULSWLRQ-defying vastness, its overwhelming 
PXOWLYaOeQce, LV VLJQaOed LQ GUeJ TaWe¶V necessarily transgressive grammar used in describing the 
SLece: ³TKe YLUaO RXWJURZWK Rf aQ abRUWed fRXQd-footage exercise, the 7-minute video is an alternately 
mirthful-cum-melancholic-cum-cardiac-arresting meditation on race-agency wrapped in a visually 
sermonic recitation of race tragedy wrapped in a nuanced and feverish exultation of diverse Black 
APeULcaQ OLYeV aW YaULRXV VWaWeV Rf cROOaSVe aQd UeJeQeUaWLRQ.´ 
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Jafa borroZs the clip from S\ms¶s epon\mous documentar\, Zhich, over the course of its hour-long 
duration, eschews what its author sees as the depoliticized fantasies of past Afrofuturisms. According 
to Syms, they have sunk into hackneyed fashions, commodifiable styles and stale pop-cultural 
spectacles severed from any radical imagination inspiring collective liberation. More, she warns 
against acritical escapism, as Zhen ³magic interstellar travel and/or the Zondrous communication 
grid´ lead to ³an illusion of outer space and c\berspace as egalitarian.´ For her, ³jive-talking aliens,´ 
³reference to Sun Ra,´ and ³Eg\ptian m\tholog\ and iconograph\´ are all out, calling instead for ³a 
new focus on black humanity: our science, technology, culture, politics, religions, individuality, needs, 
dreams, hopes, and failings « Mundane Afrofuturism is the ultimate laboratory for world-building 
outside of imperialist, capitalist, Zhite patriarch\.´41 While Love is the Message expresses potential 
solidarit\ Zith the oppressed and e[cluded, both human and non, S\ms¶s sentiment rejects 
equivalence between racial difference and the monstrous. It is expressive of what Aria Dean diagnoses 
as the conjunction of black accelerationism and Afrofuturism that entails both a catalytic movement 
toZard ³the end of the Zorld´ and a revolution be\ond the in/humanisms of racial capitalism.42 In 
other words, a younger generation has elected to update Afrofuturism, asking us to witness a double 
move that rhymes negative critique with positive transformation. 
 
The challenge here is bringing this vision of social critique and social liberation into explicit 
connection²and more importantly, direct conflict²with the neoliberal Anthropocene, and to oppose 
the threat of white supremacist tendencies and colonial, extractive futurism. These Ecomodernist 
agendas are intent on shaping the world to come; with resources and the political will to do so, it will 
not only set us on a track of unstoppable climate transformation but also interminably extend racial 
injustice and white supremacy.43 Against that scenario, we urgently need to invent and work toward 
cultivating futures be\ond the Zorld¶s end, Zhere that end is no longer unthinkable be\ond current 
socio-political and economic arrangements, or where that end has already in fact occurred. 44 It is 



	

	

	

urgent that we ask ourselves, why should cultures outside Afrofuturism²which remain comfortably 
shielded by whiteness and the current narratives that uphold its position²care? 
 
OQe aQVZeU LV WR UeLWeUaWe WKe deVLUabOe WeUPV Rf a VKaUed ZRUOd ZKeUe ³LQMXVWLce aQ\ZKeUe LV a WKUeaW 
WR MXVWLce eYeU\ZKeUe.´ E[pressing a future-oriented imperative with new politico-ecological purpose, 
Fred Moten, in a recent public conversation with Robin D. G. Kelley, has updated that famous ethico-
political formulation of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (who, it should be noted, makes a notable 
aSSeaUaQce LQ Jafa¶V YLdeR). He SRVLWV WKe PLVVLRQ Rf cRQWePSRUaU\ BOacN VWXdLeV aV ³RQ WKe PRVW 
fundamental level to try to save the earth, and on a secondary level to save the possibility of human 
e[LVWeQce.´ KeOOe\ addV WKaW WKLV LV a ³SURMecW fRU OLbeUaWLRQ,´ a ³WUaQVfRUPaWLYe SURMecW,´ aQd Lf LW 
dReVQ¶W e[LVW aV a UeVSRQVe WR ³WKe QeROLbeUaO, QeR-faVcLVW WXUQ, WKeQ LW¶V ZRUWKOeVV.´45 Why should this 
project for liberation not also be the overarching imperative of artistic practice today? If so, then art 
will name the practice of creative aesthetics that merges ecological insight with political engagement 
in the hopes of not only saving what good we have but securing a flourishing and emancipated future 
for all. 

× 
All images unless otherwise noted are from Arthur Jafa, Love Is The Message, The Message Is Death, 2016. Video 
(color, sound) 7' 25'' Courtesy of the artist and Gavin Brown Enterprise.  
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