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)UDQFHV�6WDUN�behind the scenes of The Magic Flute 2017, image courtesy Alexa Karolinski

/RV�$QJHOHV�EDVHG�ILOPPDNHU�)UDQFHV�6WDUN¶V�The Magic Flute LV�DQ�(QJOLVK�
WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�0R]DUW¶V������RSHUD�RI�WKH�VDPH�QDPH�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�D�WZR�KRXU�
ILOP��³,�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�7KH�0DJLF�)OXWH��VRPHWKLQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�WKH�PXVLF´��6WDUN�VDLG�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�ILOP¶V�
SUHPLHU�DW�/RV�$QJHOHV�&RXQW\�0XVHXP�RI�$UW�LQ�$SULO��³,�ZDQWHG�WR�SURYLGH�
WKH�OLEUHWWR�IRU�WKH�YLHZHU�VR�\RX�FRXOG�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�O\ULFDO�FRQWHQW�DV�
\RX�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�PXVLF�´�6WDUN�ZRQ�WKH�$EVROXW�$UW�$ZDUG�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW�
LQ�������DQG�SDUW�RI�WKH�PRQH\�IURP�WKH�SUL]H�ZHQW�WR�WRZDUGV�D�FKLOGUHQ¶V�
FKRLU�ZKR�SOD\HG�WKH�ILOP¶V�VFRUH��

+HUH��6WDUN�WDONV�DERXW�KHU�DSSURDFK�WR�WUDQVODWLQJ�DQ���WK�&HQWXU\�RSHUD��
EHLQJ�DQ�DUWLVW�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV�DQG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�ZULWWHQ�ZRUGV�RYHU�
VRFLDO�PHGLD�LPDJHU\�RYHUORDG��



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

You did the translation for The Magic Flute yourself, how long 
did that take?�

,W�WRRN�D�ORQJ�WLPH��,�GRQ¶W�VSHDN�*HUPDQ��,�KDYH�D�UXGLPHQWDU\�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKDW�,�FDQ�ORRN�DW�GLIIHUHQW�WUDQVODWLRQV�LQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�
*HUPDQ�DQG�FRPSDUH��0\�SURFHVV�EHFDPH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�NHHSLQJ�DV�FORVH�DV�
SRVVLEOH�WR�WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�RQH�ZKLOH�VWLOO�EHLQJ�GLUHFW�DQG�
KXPRURXV��%XW�,�KDG�WLPH�DV�WKH�ILOP�WRRN�D�ORQJ�ZKLOH�WR�FRPH�WRJHWKHU��LW�
ZDV�D�VORZ�SURFHVV��(VSHFLDOO\�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�PXVLFDO�FRPSRVLWLRQV��

How creative have you been with your translation?�

,�GLGQ¶W�WU\�DQG�DGG�DQ\WKLQJ�GUDPDWLFDOO\�GLIIHUHQW�EXW�,�GLG�WU\�WR�WHDVH�RXW�
WKH�PHDQLQJ�WKDW�,�IHOW�ZDV�UHDOO\�FULWLFDO��VR�,�WULHG�WR�EH�DV�WUXH�WR�WKH�
RULJLQDO�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�HPSKDVL]LQJ�WKH�WKLQJV�,�IRXQG�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DERXW�
WKH�RULJLQDO�YHUVLRQ��IRU�H[DPSOH�WKHUH¶V�D�ORW�RI�NLVVLQJ�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO��DQG�
WKDW�QHYHU�PDGH�LW�LQWR�DQ\�RI�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQV��7KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�PRPHQWV�
ZKHUH�LW¶V�FRQWHPSRUDU\�VRXQGLQJ�EXW�,�GLG�WU\�WR�NHHS�LW�WR�WKH�RULJLQDO��
6RPHWLPHV�,�KDG�SHRSOH�VD\LQJ�µFX]¶�LQVWHDG�RI�µEHFDXVH¶��MXVW�SOD\LQJ�DURXQG�
OLNH�WKDW��

How does The Magic Flute fit into the wider context of your film 
work?�

7KHUH¶V�D�PRPHQW�LQ�7KH�0DJLF�)OXWH�ZKHUH�WZR�FKDUDFWHUV�VWDUW�GDQFLQJ�LQ�
IURQW�RI�D�JUHHQ�VFUHHQ��WKDW¶V�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�P\�ILOP�My Best Thing��LW
V�D�
IHDWXUH�OHQJWK�ILOP�PDGH�IURP�IUHH�VRIWZDUH�DQG�LW�ZDV�DERXW�LQWHUQHW�VH[�
EXW�DOVR�D�UXPLQDWLRQ�DERXW�FRQQHFWLQJ�ZLWK�RWKHU�SHRSOH��VR�WKH\�DUH�
VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKDW�ILOP�DQG�7KH�0DJLF�)OXWH��0\�ZRUN�LV�SULPDULO\�
WH[W�EDVHG�DQG�DERXW�WKH�YLVXDO�H[SHULHQFH�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�WKH�
UK\WKPLF�QDWXUH�RI�UHDGLQJ��:KDW�,¶P�WU\LQJ�WR�VKRZ�LV�WKDW�UHDGLQJ�LV�D�
YLVXDO�H[SHULHQFH�DV�ZHOO��EXW�ZH�DUH�FRQVWDQWO\�GLVWUDFWHG�E\�LPDJHV�WKDW�DUH�
LUUHOHYDQW�RU�IDNH��:H�KDYH�DQ�DSSHWLWH�WR�JRUJH�RQ�LPDJHU\��DQG�WKDW¶V�QRW�
ZKDW�,
P�GHOLYHULQJ�KHUH��,¶P�QRW�GHOLYHULQJ�D�SODWWHUIXO�RI�LPDJHU\��

&RQWLQXHG�IURP�SDJH���

Were you worried people wouldn’t engage with the film?�

,�NQRZ�LW¶V�D�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�SRWHQWLDOO\�HQJDJH�ZLWK�D�ILOP�WKDW�LV�
HQWLUHO\�WH[W�EDVHG��EXW�,�FDQ¶W�PDNH�DUW�IRU�RWKHU�SHRSOH¶V�WDVWH��3HRSOH¶V�
WDVWHV�DQG�WROHUDQFHV�DUH�FKDQJLQJ��+RZ
V�D���WK�FHQWXU\�DXGLHQFH�JRLQJ�WR�
UHDFW�WR�D���WK�FHQWXU\�GRFXPHQW��,�GRQ
W�NQRZ��3HRSOH�OLNH�PXVLF�EXW�SHRSOH�
FDQ�DOVR�EH�WRR�OD]\�WR�UHDG�D�IHZ�ZRUGV�LQ�D�URZ�DW�D�FHUWDLQ�VSHHG��7KHUH�DUH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�SURJUDPPLQJ�RXU�GLJLWDO�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�,¶P�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�
WKDW��WKDW¶V�ZK\�,�FKRRVH�D�FKLOG�FKRLU��WKH\�DOO�VSHDN�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�PXVLF�
VR�ZHOO��/DQJXDJH�LV�XQGHU�WKUHDW�DQG�WKDW¶V�ZK\�LW
V�VR�FUXFLDO�WR�QRW�FDYH�WR�
SHRSOH
V�LQDELOLW\�WR�SD\�DWWHQWLRQ��


