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Arthur&Jafa,"Love%Is%the%Message,%the%Message%Is%Death,&2016,"video,"color"and"black/and/white,"sound,"7"minutes"30"seconds."Martin"
Luther"King,"Jr.

“MAKE AMERICA GREAT AGAIN”�LV�WKH�UKHWRULFDO�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�WHDUJDV²D�ELW�RI�EOLQGLQJ�WR[LQ�WR�VSUD\�DW�
WKH�OLYLG�FURZG��%XW�EHKLQG�WKH�IODVK�DQG�PHQDFH�RI�7UXPS�KLPVHOI��KLV�DGYLVRUV�KDYH�EHJXQ�WR�XQGHUWDNH�
RWKHU��VXEWOHU�RSHUDWLRQV�RQ�RXU�VKDUHG�ODQJXDJH��GHOLYHULQJ��LQ�WKHLU�LQWHUYLHZV�DQG�VORJDQV��PRUH�LQVLGLRXV�
WZHDNV�WR�VSHHFK��6WHYH�%DQQRQ��FKLHI�VWUDWHJLVW�DQG�D�FRIRXQGHU�RI�DOW�ULJKW�%UHLWEDUW�1HZV��KDV�SURFODLPHG�
WKDW�KH¶V�QR�UDFLVW��EXW�DQ�³HFRQRPLF�QDWLRQDOLVW´�ZKRVH�SULQFHO\�V\PSDWKLHV�UHDFK�EH\RQG�WKH�ZKLWH�ZRUNLQJ�
FODVV�WR�WKH�PLQRULW\�SRRU��6R�KLV�UDSDFLRXV�SROLWLFDO�SURMHFW�KDV�LQ�IDFW�EHHQ�D�KRO\�PLVVLRQ²D�FKDQFH�WR�OLIW�XS�
WKH�VDYDJHV��³,�ZDV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�VDLG�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�)OLQW��0LFKLJDQ��ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EODFN�FKXUFKHV�LQ�
&OHYHODQG�´�KH�WROG�WKH�Wall Street Journal��³EHFDXVH�WKH�WKUXVW�RI�WKLV�PRYHPHQW�LV�WKDW�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EULQJ�
FDSLWDOLVP�WR�WKH�LQQHU�FLWLHV�´�<HV�RI�FRXUVH��EHFDXVH�%ODFN�SRYHUW\�OLHV�DW�VRPH�SLWLIXO�remove�IURP�WKH�
FDSLWDOLVW�V\VWHP²QRW�DW�LWV�FORJJHG��VSDVWLF�KHDUW��

Love Is the Message, the Message Is Death��D�JLDQW�VLQJOH�FKDQQHO�YLGHR�LQVWDOODWLRQ�E\�$UWKXU�-DID��VXSSOLHV�
%DQQRQ¶V�LGLRF\�ZLWK�D�VPDUW�FRXQWHU���1R�PDWWHU�WKDW�LW�ZDV�PDGH�EHIRUH�WKH�HOHFWLRQV�RI�1RYHPEHU��WK���$�
FROODJH�ILOP��LW�UHOLVKHV�WKH�WH[WXUHV�DQG�SDWWHUQV�RI�%ODFN�PXVLF��DQG�LW�H[SRVHV²ZLWK�FOHYHUQHVV��SRLJQDQF\��
DQG�VOLFLQJ��YLFLRXV�SXQFWD²WKH�EUXWDO�ERQG�RI�%ODFNQHVV�WR�WKH�FRPPRGLW\�IRUP��7KDW�ERQG�GRRPV�DQG�

+DVOHWW��7REL���2EMHFW�/HVVRQV���$UWIRUXP��'HFHPEHU�����

ARTFORUM 



 

DURXVHV��(YHU\RQH�EXW�%DQQRQ�NQRZV�WKDW�%ODFN�SHRSOH�LQ�$PHULFD�ZHUH�FDSWXUHG��ZKLSSHG��PXUGHUHG��
UDSHG²DQG�KDG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�IUDFWXUHG��SV\FKHV�WKURWWOHG��DQG�FXOWXUH�EODVWHG�DQG�VXSSUHVVHG²DOO�IRU�WKH�
QREOH�SXUSRVH�RI�PDNLQJ�VRPHRQH�ULFK��)UHG�0RWHQ¶V�QDPH�IRU�%ODFN�UDGLFDO�DHVWKHWLFV�LV�³WKH�UHVLVWDQFH�RI�
WKH�REMHFW´²VR�IUHHGRP�PLJKW�PHDQ�marching through��QRW�IOLQFKLQJ�IURP��SUHFLVHO\�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�
FRPPRGLILFDWLRQ�WKDW�IRUPHG�DQG�SXQLVKHG�D�SHRSOH��WKH�VZHOOLQJ�GUHDPV�DQG�FXUOLQJ�GHFHLWV�RI�H[SORLWDWLRQ�
DQG�SURILW��³SURJUHVV´�DQG�VXUSOXV��YDOXH�DQG�ODFN��

%XW�³IUHHGRP´�LV�WDNLQJ�LW�D�ELW�IDU²OHW¶V�VD\�³DJHQF\�´�-DID¶V�YLGHR�IOLUWV�ZLWK�D�VOHHN�IRUP��WKH�PXVLF�YLGHR��
ZKLFK�KH�FXWV�DQG�GLVWRUWV��.DQ\H�:HVW¶V�UDS�JRVSHO�³8OWUDOLJKW�%HDP´�LV�WKH�EDVLV��DQG�WKH�VRQJ¶V�IXVLRQ�RI�
WZR�GLVWLQFW�PXVLFDO�VW\OHV�WHPSWV�XV�WR�QDPH�ZKDW�PLJKW�EH�FRPPRQ�WR�DOO�IRUPV�RI�%ODFN�H[SUHVVLRQ²KRZ�
WKH\�VZLQJ�WKURXJK�VXIIHULQJ��GUDZLQJ�IURP�HYHU\�SROLWLFDO�LQVXOW�D�PHODQFKRO\�SULQFLSOH�LQ�WULDO�DQG�UHIXVDO��
/LNH�&KULV�0DUNHU�DQG�+DUXQ�)DURFNL�EHIRUH�KLP��-DID�LV�D�PDVWHU�RI�WKH�UHSHDWHG�JHVWXUH���-DID�LV�DOVR�
FLQHPDWRJUDSKHU�IRU�6RODQJH�.QRZOHV¶V�WZR�PRVW�UHFHQW�YLGHRV��DQG��IDPRXVO\��-XOLH�'DVK¶V������Daughters 
of the Dust��FXUUHQWO\�SOD\LQJ�DW�1HZ�<RUN¶V�)LOP�)RUXP���%XW�KLV�DUFKLYH�LV�GLIIHUHQW��YLUDO�YLGHRV�RI�FURZGV�
VZD\LQJ�LQ�EDVNHWEDOO�VWDGLXPV��WULXPSKDQW�IRRWDJH�RI�%D\DUG�5XVWLQ��0/.��DQG�0DOFROP�;��DQG�ORZ�UHV�FOLSV�
RI�SROLFH�DEXVH�DQG�WKH�SURWHVWV�WKH\�SURPSW��:KDW�HPHUJHV�LV�QRW�VRPH�VWRQLO\�YLUWXRXV�PRQXPHQW�WR�%ODFN�
KLVWRU\��EXW�D�VWDFFDWR�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�WKH�SRZHU�RI�FDSLWDO�WR�OLQN�WKH�SOHDVXUHV�RI�WKH�VSHFWDFOH�WR�WKH�WHUURU�RI�
UDFH��

7KHUH¶V�D�VPDOO�GLIIHUHQFH��WKRXJK��EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�ZH¶UH�ZDWFKLQJ�DQG�ZKDW�ZH�see��-DID¶V�LPDJHV�DUH�RI�
YDU\LQJ�³TXDOLW\�´�&RS�FDU�GDVK�FDP�IRRWDJH�LV�GLFHG�LQWR�EOHDU\�SL[HOV��RQO\�WR�EH�IROORZHG�E\�%REE\�6HDOH¶V�
VWLOO��VROHPQ�IDFH��VSHFNOHG�E\�ILOP�JUDLQ��$�KDQGIXO�RI�FOLSV�DUH�VWDPSHG�ZLWK�WKH�JHWW\LPDJHV��ZDWHUPDUN��
ZKLFK�IORDWV�ZLWK�JODVV\�LQGLIIHUHQFH�RYHU�'U��.LQJ��RU�ILUH�KRVHG�GHPRQVWUDWRUV��RU�D�VKRW�RI�D�EXUQLQJ�KRXVH��
6RXUFH�PDWWHUV�KHUH²RULJLQV��OHVV�VR��7KH�GHJUDGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LPDJH�LV�DQ�LQGH[�IRU�LWV�FLUFXODWLRQ��LWV�
H[FKDQJH��DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�LWV�SDUW�LQ�FRQVWUXFWLQJ²QD\��³SHUIRUPLQJ´²D�FROOHFWLYH�LGHQWLW\�ZKRVH�KLVWRULFDO�
VWUXJJOH�LV�ERXQG��LQ�VRPH�SDUW��WR�WKH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�H\H��+LWR�6WH\HUO��ORYHU�RI�JOLWFKHV�DQG��029�ILOHV��
KDV�ZULWWHQ�D�ZKROH�PDQLIHVWR�LQ�GHIHQVH�RI�WKH�³SRRU�LPDJH�´�+HUH��WKDW�SRYHUW\�LV�%ODFN��

%XW�,¶YH�PDGH�WKH�YLGHR�VRXQG�WRR�EXVWOLQJ��WRR�WHDVLQJ��WRR�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�LWVHOI�IRU�WKH�ZLWWLQHVV�RI�LWV�HIIHFWV��,W�
LV�DOVR�D�IRUFHIXO�ZRUN��³7KLV�LV�D�*RG�GUHDP��WKLV�LV�D�*RG�GUHDP�´�:HVW�VLQJV�RYHU�WKH�VKLIWLQJ�FROODJH��
VKRYLQJ�UHGHPSWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�VDG�SDUWV��-DID¶V�MX[WDSRVLWLRQV�ULVH�DERYH�FOHYHUQHVV�EXW�VKULQN�IURP�
VHQWLPHQWDOLVP��FRQVWUXFWLQJ�D�SLFWXUH�RI�%ODFNQHVV�WKDW�PDQDJHV�WR�IROG�D�ZKROH�HPRWLRQDO�JDOD[\²JORU\��
GLVDSSRLQWPHQW��EXIIRRQHU\��OXVW��SRLVH²LQWR�VHYHQ�PLQXWHV�RI�PDVV�PDUNHW�SRS��0XVLF�RUGHUV�WKH�SLHFH��EXW�
WKDW�PXVLF�LV�LWVHOI�GLVRUGHUHG��WULSSLQJ�JUDFHIXOO\�WKURXJK�LWV�RZQ�V\QFRSDWLRQV�DQG�HFFHQWULFLWLHV��DOO�WKH�ZKLOH�
GRLQJ�LWV�SUHWW\�HPEURLGHU\�RQ�WKH�EHDW��Love Is the Message, the Message Is Death�VHHPV�WR�FRQMXUH�
/DQJVWRQ�+XJKHV¶V�JUXHVRPH�MRNH��WKDW�%RS�PXVLF�JRW�LWV�QDPH�IURP�WKH�VRXQG�RI�D�FRS�EDVKLQJ�KLV�ELOO\�FOXE�
LQWR�D�1HJUR¶V�VNXOO��:KDW�LV�WKH�UHODWLRQ��UHDOO\��EHWZHHQ�KLVWRU\�DQG�DHVWKHWLFV��WUDXPD�DQG�IRUP"�7KLUW\�
VHFRQGV�LQWR�-DID¶V�SLHFH��:HVW¶V�YRLFH�GLSV�RYHU�IRRWDJH�RI�D�IOHHLQJ�:DOWHU�6FRWW�DV�KH�WDNHV�D�SROLFH�EXOOHW�LQ�
WKH�EDFN��7KLV�ZHHN��ZH�OHDUQHG�WKDW�WKH�RIILFHU�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�ZLOO�ZDON�IUHH²WR�WKH�VXUSULVH�RI�QRERG\�,�NQRZ��%\�
QRZ�LW¶V�D�WUDGLWLRQ��DQ�LQHYLWDELOLW\��D�SURPLVH��D�SDWWHUQ��D�FXUVH²ZKLFK�LV�WR�VD\��D�UK\WKP��

Arthur Jafa’s�/RYH�,V�WKH�0HVVDJH��WKH�0HVVDJH�,V�'HDWK�plays through January 28, 2017 at Gavin Brown’s 
Enterprise, 429 West 127th Street, New York.�

— Tobi Haslett 

 
 
 
 
 


