
	

	

Valerio Manucci, “Mark Leckey’s ‘UntiAddDumThs,” art agenda, July 28, 2016 
 
 

 
 

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

by VALERIO MANUCCI 
July 28, 2016

Mark Leckey’s “UniAddDumThs”
GAVIN BROWN'S ENTERPRISE��Rome�

May 25–July 16, 2016 

View of Mark Leckey's "UniAddDumThs," Sant'Andrea De Scaphis, Gavin Brown's enterprise, Rome, 2016.

0DUN�/HFNH\¶V�H[KLELWLRQ�DW�6DQW¶$QGUHD�GH�6FDSKLV��WKH�5RPDQ�ORFDWLRQ�RI�*DYLQ�%URZQ¶V�HQWHUSULVH��LV�WKH�ODWHVW�
LWHUDWLRQ�RI�D�VHULHV�UXQQLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH������+D\ZDUG�7RXULQJ�VKRZ�³7KH�8QLYHUVDO�$GGUHVVDELOLW\�RI�'XPE�7KLQJV�´�7KH�
RULJLQDO�GLVSOD\�WRRN�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP�GLJLWDO�LPDJHV�FROOHFWHG�RQ�/HFNH\¶V�KDUG�GULYH��SK\VLFDO�LQVWDQWLDWLRQV�RI�ZKLFK�
ZHUH�DVVHPEOHG�LQWR�DQ�HFFHQWULF�WD[RQRP\��$W�.XQVWKDOOH�%DVHO��/HFNH\�SUHVHQWHG�DQ�³HUVDW]´�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQFHSW�
WLWOHG�³8QL$GG'XP7KV´���������IHDWXULQJ�UHSOLFDV�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�REMHFWV��&RQVLGHULQJ�WKHVH�SUHYLRXV�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��LQ�
ZKDW�ZD\�GRHV�WKLV�QHZ�SURMHFW�DGG�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXV�RQHV�IURP�ZKLFK�LW�WDNHV�LWV�FXH"�$QG�WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�GRHV�
LW�QHHGHYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�SUHFHGHV�LW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�XQGHUVWRRG"�&DQ�ZH�LQGLYLGXDWH�D�ILVVXUH��D�GLIIHUHQFH�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�
XQLTXH�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�IURP�LWV�SUHGHFHVVRUV"�

7R�DGGUHVV�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV��OHW¶V�LPDJLQH�ZH�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�DQ\WKLQJ�RI�/HFNH\¶V�SUHYLRXV�VKRZV��:H�ZDON�WKURXJK�WKH�PDLQ�
GRRU�RI�WKLV�GHFRQVHFUDWHG�FKXUFK�WR�ILQG�DQ�RUGHUO\�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�WKLQJV��:H�PLJKW�DVN�RXUVHOYHV��³,V�WKHUH�DQ�RUGHU�
WKDW�GHILQHV�WKLV�VHW�RI�REMHFWV"�:K\�DUH�WKH\�DOO�WRJHWKHU�LQ�RQH�URRP"�:K\�WKHVHDQG�QRW�RWKHUV"´�$�QXPEHU�RI��'�SULQWHG�
REMHFWV��WZR�GLPHQVLRQDO�SULQWV��DQG�YLGHRV�DUH�DOO�ODLG�RXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�VRPH�LQVFUXWDEOH�KLHUDUFK\�DORQJ�WKUHH�VLGHV�RI�
WKH�ZDOO��DQG�LOOXPLQDWHG�E\�ODUJH�LQIODWDEOH�OLJKWV��$�FRS\�RI�D�KDQG�UHOLTXDU\��FLUFD�������PLUURUV�D��'�UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�
WKH�³L�OLPE�XOWUD�SURVWKHWLF�KDQG´�GHVLJQHG�E\�7RXFK�%LRQLFV��D��'�SULQWHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�D�+DSL�FDQRSLF�MDU�IDFHV�D�YLGHR�
GLVSOD\�UHSURGXFLQJ�&KULV�&XQQLQJKDP¶V�PXVLF�YLGHR�IRU�$SKH[�7ZLQ¶V:LQGRZOLFNHU��������ZLWK�QR�DXGLR��D�UDUH�

0DQXFFL��9DOHULR���0DUN�/HFNH\
V�
8QL$GG'XP7KV���DUW�DJHQGD��-XO\�����



	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�:XUOLW]HU�6LGHPDQ�GUXP�PDFKLQH�VKDUHV�WKH�VDPH�VKHOI�DV�D��'�FRS\�RI�0LURVODY�7LFKê¶V�KRPHPDGH�
FDPHUD��

�
View of Mark Leckey's "UniAddDumThs," Sant'Andrea De Scaphis, Gavin Brown's enterprise, Rome, 2016.�

�

2XW�RI�WKH�LQLWLDO�FRQIXVLRQ��VRPH�ILUVW�NH\�FRQFHSWV�EHJLQ�WR�DSSHDU��HYROYLQJ�NQRFN�
RIIV��UHSURGXFWLRQV��SXOVDWLQJ��VLPXODFUD��7KH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�HYROYHV��PXWDWHV�RYHU�WLPH��WKH�REMHFWV�FKDQJH��OHDYLQJ�EHKLQG�
VHFRQGDU\�WUDFHV��ZKLFK�EHFRPH�SULPDU\���7KHVH�REMHFWV�DUH�VLPXODFUD��UHSURGXFWLRQV�ZKRVH�DSSHDUDQFH�GRHVQ¶W�UHIHU�WR�
DQ\�FRQFUHWH�UHDOLW\��7KH\�DUH�FRSLHV�RI�WKHPVHOYHV��UHSURGXFWLRQV�RI�DQ�DEVHQFH��3XOVDWLQJ�REMHFWV�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�VHYHUDO�
ZRUOGV��GHVSLWH�RXU�SUHVHQFH��³$�VKRZ�SRSXODWHG�E\�WKLQJV�WKDW�KDYH�RQH�IRRW�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�RQH�LQ�DQRWKHU�´�/HFNH\�
UHSHDWV�LQ�WKH�YLGHR�WKDW�RSHQV�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ��7KH�DUWLVW�WDONV�LQVLVWHQWO\�DERXW�D�³SURSRVDO�IRU�D�VKRZ�´�EXW�LI�KH¶V�WDONLQJ�
DERXW�D�SURSRVDO��WKHQ�ZKDW�DUH�ZH�ORRNLQJ�DW"�7KH�H[KLELWLRQ�LV�WKHUH��EXW�FRQWLQXHV�DOVR�WR�QRW�EH�WKHUH��WR�EH�D�SRWHQWLDO�
VSDFH��ZKLFK�H[LVWV�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW�DQG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��:KDW�/HFNH\�VHHPV�WR�LQGLFDWH�WR�WKH�YLVLWRU�LV�LQ�D�KDOI�ZD\�ZRUOG��D�
GLPHQVLRQ�WKDW�FURVVHV�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�DV�ERWK�D�SHUFHSWLYH�DQG�DQ�KLVWRULFDO�HQWLW\��

/HW¶V�UHYLVLW�WKH�LQLWLDO�TXHVWLRQ�DQG�UHIRUPXODWH�LW��³,I�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�5RPH�LV�D�QHZ�YHUVLRQ�RI�µ7KH�8QLYHUVDO�
$GGUHVVDELOLW\�RI�'XPE�7KLQJV�¶�KRZ�LV�WKLV�SURMHFW�UH�DUWLFXODWHG�LQ�WKH�HYRFDWLYH�VSDFH�RI�6DQW¶$QGUHD�GH�6FDSKLV"´�
&RQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�LV�XQGHUJRLQJ�D�VORZ�DQG�FRQVWDQW�SURFHVV�RIVXEVWLWXWLRQ��WKDW�WKH�RULJLQDO�REMHFWV�DUH�
EHLQJ�JUDGXDOO\�UHSODFHG�E\��'�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKHPVHOYHV��LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�QRWLRQ�WKDW�SUHVHQW�DQG�SDVW�DUH�QR�
ORQJHU�MX[WDSRVHG��WKH�SDVW�GRHVQ¶W�KDYH�WR�PDNH�VSDFH�IRU�WKH�SUHVHQW��DQG�YLFH�YHUVD��$V�/HFNH\�VD\V�LQ�WKH�YLGHR��³WKH�
PRYHPHQW�RI�WLPH�KDV�EHHQ�FRQYHUWHG�LQWR�DQ�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�VSDFH«�,�LPDJLQH�D�QHZO\�ERUQ�OLPE��WKH�JKRVW�RI�D�IOHD��DQG�
DQ�HQGOHVV�QRWH�SHWULILHG�LQ�VWRQH��,�SLFWXUH�WZR�SURVWKHWLF�DUPV��RQH�DQFLHQW��RQH�PRGHUQ��UHDFKLQJ�RXW�DV�IDU�DV�WKH\�FDQ�
WR�JUDVS�DOO�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�´�

�
View of Mark Leckey's "UniAddDumThs," Sant'Andrea De Scaphis, Gavin Brown's enterprise, Rome, 2016.�

�

,Q�DSSURDFKLQJ�/HFNH\¶V�ZRUN��ZH�VKRXOG�UHVLVW�WZR�WHPSWDWLRQV��WKH�ILUVW�LV�LQVLVWLQJ�RQ�ZLOO��RQ�WKH�KXPDQ�GHPLXUJLF�DFW�
WKDW�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQV��7KH�VHFRQG�LV�WKH�XQUHIOH[LYH�DWWHPSW�WR�FRQFHSWXDOO\�DOLJQ�WKLV�RSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
³WHFKQRORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQ´�WRXW�FRXUW��&RQIURQWLQJ�WKH�E\�QRZ�DOPRVW�LUUHPHGLDEOH�RSDFLW\�RI�WKH�REMHFWV�WKDW�VXUURXQG�XV��
DQ�RSDFLW\�WKDW�LV�QRW�MXVW�V\PEROLF�DQG�OLQJXLVWLF�EXW�DOVR�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLDO��³WKH�LQWHUQHW�RI�WKLQJV´���/HFNH\¶V�JHVWXUH�LV�
QRW�RQH�RI�PHUH�DVVHPEODJH��³FXUDWLRQ�´�RU�V\PEROLF�VHOHFWLRQ��<HV��WKHUH�DUH�VKHOYHV�LQ�WKH�URRP�WKDW�KROG�REMHFWV�ZH�
DVVXPH�WR�EH�SUHVHQFHV�RQ�VKRZ��EXW�WKDW¶V�QRW�WKH�SRLQW��³8QL$GG'XP7KV´�SURGXFHV�DQ�HYRFDWLYH�DWPRVSKHUH��EXW�LW�
VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�PRGHUQ�:XQGHUNDPPHU��ZH�VKRXOGQ¶W�VWRS�DW�WKH�DUFKDLF�DWWUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�³FDELQHW�RI�
FXULRVLWLHV�´�EXW�LQVWHDG�FRQVLGHU�/HFNH\¶V�UHSRVLWLRQLQJ�RI�WKH�YHU\�DFW�RI�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�REMHFWV�ZKLFK�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�ZHE�
RI�UHODWLRQV�WKDW�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�LQFDUQDWH�DQG�HQDFW��,W�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WKH�REMHFWV��WKRVH�SDUWLFXODU�REMHFWV��ZKLFK�IRXQG�D�
FRPPRQ�GLPHQVLRQ�WKDW�LV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�D�SK\VLFDO�SODFH�DQG��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�SRVVLEOH�PDWHULDOL]DWLRQ�RI�D�IROGHU�RQ�WKH�
GHVNWRS�RI�VRPHRQH¶V�FRPSXWHU��,W¶V�WKHLU�SUHVHQFH�DEVHQFH�WKDW�FUHDWHV�WKLV�SRWHQWLDO�RSHQLQJ��WKH�VDPH�SUREOHPDWLF�
GLPHQVLRQ�WKDW��E\�DOWHUQDWLYH�URXWHV��KDV�LQVLQXDWHG�LWVHOI�LQWR�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�PDQNLQG�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�
P\WKRORJ\��

�
View of Mark Leckey's "UniAddDumThs," Sant'Andrea De Scaphis, Gavin Brown's enterprise, Rome, 2016.�
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�
View of Mark Leckey's "UniAddDumThs," Sant'Andrea De Scaphis, Gavin Brown's enterprise, Rome, 2016.�

�

,Q�DSSURDFKLQJ�/HFNH\¶V�ZRUN��ZH�VKRXOG�UHVLVW�WZR�WHPSWDWLRQV��WKH�ILUVW�LV�LQVLVWLQJ�RQ�ZLOO��RQ�WKH�KXPDQ�GHPLXUJLF�DFW�
WKDW�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQV��7KH�VHFRQG�LV�WKH�XQUHIOH[LYH�DWWHPSW�WR�FRQFHSWXDOO\�DOLJQ�WKLV�RSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
³WHFKQRORJLFDO�TXHVWLRQ´�WRXW�FRXUW��&RQIURQWLQJ�WKH�E\�QRZ�DOPRVW�LUUHPHGLDEOH�RSDFLW\�RI�WKH�REMHFWV�WKDW�VXUURXQG�XV��
DQ�RSDFLW\�WKDW�LV�QRW�MXVW�V\PEROLF�DQG�OLQJXLVWLF�EXW�DOVR�SROLWLFDO�DQG�VRFLDO��³WKH�LQWHUQHW�RI�WKLQJV´���/HFNH\¶V�JHVWXUH�LV�
QRW�RQH�RI�PHUH�DVVHPEODJH��³FXUDWLRQ�´�RU�V\PEROLF�VHOHFWLRQ��<HV��WKHUH�DUH�VKHOYHV�LQ�WKH�URRP�WKDW�KROG�REMHFWV�ZH�
DVVXPH�WR�EH�SUHVHQFHV�RQ�VKRZ��EXW�WKDW¶V�QRW�WKH�SRLQW��³8QL$GG'XP7KV´�SURGXFHV�DQ�HYRFDWLYH�DWPRVSKHUH��EXW�LW�
VKRXOGQ¶W�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�PRGHUQ�:XQGHUNDPPHU��ZH�VKRXOGQ¶W�VWRS�DW�WKH�DUFKDLF�DWWUDFWLRQ�RI�WKH�³FDELQHW�RI�
FXULRVLWLHV�´�EXW�LQVWHDG�FRQVLGHU�/HFNH\¶V�UHSRVLWLRQLQJ�RI�WKH�YHU\�DFW�RI�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�REMHFWV�ZKLFK�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�ZHE�
RI�UHODWLRQV�WKDW�WKH\�WKHPVHOYHV�LQFDUQDWH�DQG�HQDFW��,W�LV�SUHFLVHO\�WKH�REMHFWV��WKRVH�SDUWLFXODU�REMHFWV��ZKLFK�IRXQG�D�
FRPPRQ�GLPHQVLRQ�WKDW�LV�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�D�SK\VLFDO�SODFH�DQG��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�SRVVLEOH�PDWHULDOL]DWLRQ�RI�D�IROGHU�RQ�WKH�
GHVNWRS�RI�VRPHRQH¶V�FRPSXWHU��,W¶V�WKHLU�SUHVHQFH�DEVHQFH�WKDW�FUHDWHV�WKLV�SRWHQWLDO�RSHQLQJ��WKH�VDPH�SUREOHPDWLF�
GLPHQVLRQ�WKDW��E\�DOWHUQDWLYH�URXWHV��KDV�LQVLQXDWHG�LWVHOI�LQWR�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�PDQNLQG�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�DQG�
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�
View of Mark Leckey's "UniAddDumThs," Sant'Andrea De Scaphis, Gavin Brown's enterprise, Rome, 2016.�
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³8QL$GG'XP7KV´�LV�DQ�RUJDQLVP�FRPSRVHG�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�ILQG�WKHPVHOYHV�JURXSHG�WRJHWKHU�EHFDXVH�RI�D�VSDFH�WLPH�FXUYH�
RSHUDWHG�E\�/HFNH\��$V�WKRXJK�KLV�KDQG��SUHVVLQJ�RQ�D�VXUIDFH��PDGH�WKH�REMHFWV�XSRQ�LW�FRQYHUJH�RQ�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�SRLQW��
ZLWKRXW�HQWHULQJ�LQWR�FRQIOLFW�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU��7KH�PDJLFDO�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�GRLQJ��RI�DVVHPEOLQJ²WKDW�LV��WKH�KXPDQ�DFW²LV�
QRW�ZKDW�FRXQWV�KHUH��,I�DQ\WKLQJ��WKH�PDJLF�OLHV�LQ�WKH�SKDQWDVPDO�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�DV�D�YLUWXDO�VSDFH�RI�WKRXJKW��
7KH�PRVW�VLJQLILFDQW�DVSHFW�RI�WKLV�QHZ�ZRUN�E\�/HFNH\�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�FRQIXVHV�WKH�VSDWLDO�DQG�WHPSRUDO�SODQHV��VR�WKDW�
LW�QR�ORQJHU�PDWWHUV�ZKHWKHU�ZH�UHDOO\�DUH�LQVLGH�D�FKXUFK�IXOO�RI�REMHFWV�RU�ZKHWKHU�WKHLU�SUHVHQFH�PDNHV�XV�IHHO�DV�LI�ZH�
DUH�LQ�D�ZRUOG�RI�WKLQJV��
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